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7 N > ths _ as Pep 
4. ＋ — often heard Scripture — 7 in de- 
fence or excuſe of Sin: For as bad” as Man 1s, 
he 1s till lofty in his own conceit, and very un- 
willing to acknowledge hiniſelf guilty z he wall, 
= rather than condemn: himſelſ, produce ſome Place 
- = of Scripture to Hafen bis Crime, and aſperſe. the 
| 2 and Fuſtice of bis Creator, with bit ohn 
Words, to appear innocent. One pretends, that 
many are called, but few. are "choſen, and tbas 
ſhould he reform, he may be caſt off, do the beſt © 
he can: Another pleads, that God juſtifies the 
Ungodly, and may juſtify him, with or without 
His Sins. \ This Man would repent, but that he 
fears be ſhall go without the Bleffing, tho! be 
eel it [as Eſau 4:4) with Tears: That Man 
intended to be very firit in his Life, but his 
Heart ts deceitful. and deſperately wicked ; who 
can know it? Admoniſh the Preſumptuous, and 
be replies, The juſt Man falls ſeven times a 
day. Reprove the Vicious, and he impudently 
>” - gg Let that Man that is without Sin + 
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| PR Er UE Cs 


fare 10 retain 3 y 

their evil Purpofes, 
and either blame ther Creator for laying upon 
Ben 2 | fy 7 7 Fin, or. count the _ of 
Men as i bad as themselves. 5 

7 e e the Miſchief tbat is thus donk to 
The, Soul, I Mos explain'd- 'tboſe Texts that 
are come abuſed. in this manner, and en- 
ng aur'd 40 gel tbem in rbeir proper Light, 
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Si in, or _- f nech tating Men to in, 
le themſetves with. trite. Contrition and 
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Strive to enter in at the ftrait gate; for many, 'T jay 
uno you, will ſeek lo enter in, and foatt not be 
r a nh r 

89 the laſt hall be firſt; and the fot; I; far many 

Boe called, but few choſen. Page 4. 

For ye ſee your calling, brethren, how that not many 

wiſe men after the fleſs, not many mighty, not many 
n are kalldd.. OT 
 ' Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to 

make your calling and election ſure ; for if you do 

theſe things ye ſhall never fall. Page 9. 

For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 

For he ſaith to Moſes, I will have mercy on whom I © 
will have mercy, and I will have compaſſion on 

zh I will have compaſſun ; ſo then it is: not of 
him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of 

Cod that fheweth mercy. — 
So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that © 
_ ranneth , but of God that Jneweth mercy. p. 25. 

For by grace are ye ſaved through faith, and that not 

„ our ſelves, it is the gift of God, page 17. 

Now to him that worketh is the rewayd not vreckon'd 
of grace, but of debt; but to him that worketh 

not, but believeth on him. that juſtifyeth the un- 

Loa, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs. p. 19. 
Even ſo then at this preſent time allo, there is a rem- 
Hunt according to the cleffion of grate; and if by 


grace 
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then it 5 nie mere ff vorks'y.otheragdjt 
— oe grace 10 hut ft be of Warez duden 


g ne moreg rate, at ger weile K f 0 Pore, works 


DOI OLE IR e e d vt Aich! g page J. 


Being gelle ech by bis grure, Ibrough ube re- 


_  *iWengption\ that i in Jeſus: Chriſt, eobom God bath 


feu forth to be a propitiation through faith; in bis 
laat, lo declare bis righteouſneſs for the remiſſion 


8 8 us that: are paſt, through the forbearance $4 
-»h Cd; 40 declar . 175 a. this: time his. 7 er 


| elt. that, he might h a 70 5 and. the. WA fer. = 
Is Him W x elieveth.. in Jess. Slate „page 23. 


other lawinmy members ewaxting againſt the 
t of my mind, and bringing ne to captivity to 


; 15 be law af. Jin, aobich ; 2 my. members. Page 28. 


F/. the children being nos yet born, neither having 
35 "Dope an "220d or ev; that the purpoſe of Goa, 
2 "according tb election, "might fand, not 75 Works, 


eo 2 Nw! that talleth ; it was ſaid unio her, the 


rde blue ball ſerver the younger, as it is e. 
Nebb have Ilbved, but lau have I hated. page 32 


1 205 bert be any fornicalon ar propbane per/on,' as 
feu, cube for ane morſel of meat fold bis. hirth- 
Na n; for ye know, bote that afterward, cuben be 
Mud have inherited tbe bleſſing, be cas rejected; 


Cz 


: 0 # or be found no lace Free thourh ve ſought 


t cam efully: wit Je ar Fe: e » Page 35 * 


re the” Crore ſaith, unto: Pere. even: you this | 
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2 PH TE R T K * 
' Notevithftauding tbey bearkoned not unto the poicr of 
heit facher, becauſe tbe Lord would fiay them. pgg· 
| 1 ur O nan, who art thou that replieſt agarnſt 
So? Hall the ee ſay to him that formed 
n by haſt thou-made me thus bath not the potter 
We pbrber over the clay, of the. ſame lump to made one 
velſel unto We N aud E er dijhonout. 
WIS ess N85 PLE AIG. FA oF" N n page 46. | 
755 erefore Peak T to ben in parables rele they ſee⸗ 
"ing ſee not, and bearing they bear tot, neither do 
8 underſtand. Aud in Nous Fe. ed the pro- 
bech of Eſaias, tobich ſaith, by? ing ye Pool | 
- bear;\and ſball not undenſtand, and ſceing ye faall 
9 and fhall not eee For this people s heart 
i waxed groſs; and their ears are dull af _ 
and their eyes they. haus claſad; le at an 
We 25 ſhould fee with their eyes, and. hear. aal het their 
ears, and ſbould underſtand 03th their hearts, and 
Ge ed be converted, and Liſbould heal them. p. 49. 
0 Loft, why haſt thnu made us 10 er Hum iy days, 
And! herulnd our boat from thy frar? page 5 55 
5 e Rong bm alſo recall: had our converſatian in 
Pale inthe luſt of our faſb, fulſling the defires of 
*rbefleſp;c and of the mind; and were by nature the 
chilllren of woruth, even other pages 58. 
5 90 21. "you bath he quit Ren, eb ht were dead in tre/- 
5 © Paſſes and fins. Even whin' 4ve\were dead in ſius, 
bah (be) erb , K with Chriſt (by grace 
Selur ſaved.) * FU Sia page 61. 
5 dhe are bis wer nit ih; crenteũ in 'Cbrif: Feſus 
uilo gobd works; which God drug kak ardained 
bel coe Joonld Sal in bbem page 64. 


4 „ 


3 7 cohich is born of the flejh, 17 e Yin that 
which 75 bon ER the ſpirit, is Hari. Marvel not 
that 


Taz. T E. X TS. 


that 7 Laid unto thee, de muſt be born again. The 
wind bloweth where it liſteth, and thou heareſt the 
1 thereof, but can ſt not tell whence it cometh, 

and whither it goeth; 7 is very one that is born of 


the ſpirit. cath 57. 
W man can come to me, N the father, which 


— 


All that the father giveth me ſhall co come to me, and him 


N bo can bring « a clean thing out f an unclean ? not 
TOO 77. 
| Car the Ethiopien * his FRY or the Leopard his 


pots ? then 5 ge ** do good Phat are accuſtom'd 
o do evil. page 80. 


wicked, who can know it? page 84. 


Aud God ſaw that the wickedneſs of 1 man was great in 
the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts 
© of bis heart was only evil continually; and it re- 
Fented the Lord that be had made man upon the 


E For a juſt man falleth Jun Himel, and riſeth up again. 
3 „ ae 91» 


* " Prery one of them i is gone "barks they are altogether 


become filthy; there is none that doth good, no not 


RES. v 14 NO 65 | page 93. 


80 when they continued aſking him, be lift up himſelf, 
And ſaid unto them, he that is without fin among 


Jon, let him firſt caſt a ſtone at her. page 96. 


P 


' Bath ſent me, draw him. . 


that cometh to me, I will in uo wiſecaſt outs p. 73. 


The heart ts deceitful above all things, and deſperately 


earth, and it grieved bim at bis heart. page 87. 


"He that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt ſtill; and be that 
| e 15 bim e _ page 99- 
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- Strive 40 ac in 1 a \ fie Gary A. 
many, 1 ja/ unto yo, vor, fee te enter 
ia, and Hall nat be. able. Luke iii: ven Ak. 


I er en e 

II troubles ſome to 1 that tho? the ſtriy were 
enter in at the" ſtrait gate, they may not be ab 
and they cite this Text for their own Wien- 

3 Strive: lo enter in ut the flran Cure; for 


many, I ſay unto Hou, 20H Jeek to enter in, and Hall 


at be able. „ een 
As this has been repreſented, it ſcems hard<in- 
deed; but if we examine it accurately, we: may ſee 


into * miſtake: Our Saviour adviſes his diſciples 


to ſtrive to enter in at. the ſtrait gate, which fu up- 
poſes that he thought it very poſlible for ſuch as be- 
heve in him to enter in; for otherwiſe. he would not 
have enjoined them to ſtrive, it being inconſiſtent 
with his wiſdom and goòôdneſs, to put his diſciples : 
upon that which is impoſſible to be done; I m 
therefore ſafely aſſert, that if we ſtrive in that man- 
ner which our Saviour intended, we may enger in-, 
This further directs us how to ur d,»how 
many ſhall ſeek to enter in, and not be able; for 


a man niay ſeæek and not ſtrive to find; if he looks 


for What he Wants in a flothful,. earelels manner, he 
may 1 not light of Xtz but if che ſtrives with all, his 
might to ſearch it out, and examines ever oy 


| 7 and corner in Which it micht be left, *tis 1 


enough3that he may find it In Ike manner, he 
that ſeeks to enter in at the ſtrait gate, with an in- 


differeney, and ſeems to be not much concerned, 


whe- 


4 . 
ther he enters in or not, may not be able to enter 
in; for he does not ſeek with that ſpirit, reſolution 
and conſtancy, which are neceſſary to carry him thro? 
ſuch a great undertaking : But he that ſtrives law- 
Fully, according as the Goſpel directs, with all his 
heart, diligence, care and ftrength, and employs. all 
that meaſure of Grace, that is given him for his 
aſſiſtance, to his laſt moments, ſhall enter in. It is 
neither the ſtraitneſs of the Gate, nor any incapa- 
ety. in the Chriſtian, that hinders from-entring, but 
want of will, reſolution, courage, perſeverance and 
conſtancy; he wilt not take the pains which he might, 
and\wilt not ſtrive, as he ought, to win the prize. 
In this reſpect our Saviour's words are very fore- 


ug: bo he does not tell us, thas many ſhall not 


be able to enter in, to. diſcourage or frighten. us from 

EKriving, but to put us upon the greater watchful- 
neſs and Indiiſtry, conftancy and perſeverance; be- 
cauſe. they. might enter in if they would, and it will 
be thro” their own. fault, ſloth, or careleſſneſs, if 
But if ſeeking may denote a feal and fincere in- 
dention and endeavour. to enter in; there may be 
a. very good reaſon given, why they are not able or 
ſtrong; enough to enter in; becauſe: it is poſſible to 
ip the opportunity, which was allowed them for 
entrance, and may come when tlie door is ſhut; for 
when: once the. maſter of the houſt has ſhut the door, 
they may (like the Fooliſh Virgins) endeavour to 
enter in, may knock with all their might, call aloud 
With all the ſorrou imaginable, and importune with 
all-poſitble earneftnefs, and not move him to open. 
There are ſeaſons of Grace allowed for entrance; 
wich may be made ſucceſsful thro the concurrence 
of Grace; but if ance ſuch are loſt and flipt- away, ; 


we 


— Saf 


„„ 1 
we may not be able to enter, tho? we ſeeks for 
we ſeek when it is too late, when the ts ſhut; 
and the Lord anſwers from within, Depart Han me 
ye that work iniquity. 

This inferpretation ſeems to be the v very intention 
of our, Saviour, who after he had faid; that many 
= tall ſeek. to enter, and not be able, tells us imme- 
= diately, that if once the door is ſhut, this ſtrait 
8 ate is barred, we have loſt our time, and *tis in 
vain to ſtrive. Whilſt the doof is kept open, en- 
tranee may be found; but When he ſhuts; "oF min 
can open, or prove ſufficient” to' enter in. | 
We may now be fatisfied' tht-all Chriſtians have 
their Seaſon allow'd, in whieh the Strait Gats is 
opened for them, and they may enter in and be 
happy; and that but few improve this 9 | 
and ſtrive lawfully, or enter in as they ought; for 
the major part are careleſs or hectic preſumptu- 
ou Jn: wicked, and put off or delay their Fepen- 
tance ſo long, till the door 1 18 that; and youy are not 
able to enter in. | 
« Some defiring Happineſs, wi will bekold the ftraie 
« gate that leads to it, and come unte itz but wen 
<« they confider the difficulties and labour, that be- 
long unto it, they depart from it; ſore;. more 
ce courageous, enter into it, but afterwards; when 
= © they cannot bear the labour and difficulties" that 
= © are iv it, they turn back; "and go out of ie.” In. 
1 oy. G. in Math. 
=_ onfider how ſignally be ſpeaks: of both the 
= « ways; many walk thro" the broad path;- the rugs 
« row few do find: We ſeek not for the broad way, 
nor is there need of finding it; it preſents itſelf 
to us of its own accord, and is the way of wan⸗ 
= © derers; but as to the narrow way, net all find 
chat, nor do all that find it, immediately enter 
4 N my into | 


[ 


"Wh a 8 


Tr: 4 1 
2 Auto 1 it; for many havin ving found the way of TE 
<« are taken with. the pleaſures of the age, and turn 
660 back from the — of their e Pd, Hieron, 


5. ho left ſhall. be fir om the fire ut; 
5 7 many be called, but few choſen. 


Matt. XX, ver. 16. 


es many upon 3 this Text, have been 
apt to diſcourage themſelves in their Chriſtian 
warfare, fearing leſt after all their endeavours to 
Bn God in Chriſt, they ſhould not be- choſen, 
Jo the laſt ſhall be firſt, and the firſt, af; fer many - 
be called, but few choſen... 

But the true meaning of the woods: may remove | 
that dread; for many are called to work.in the Vine- 
yard, or to the uſe of the means of Grace; the Jews 
firſt, and afterwards the Gentiles, all that have been, 
or are by profeſſion Chriſtiaus; but few of theſe are 
© choſen, or appointed to live for ever; but a very 
few of the Fews; and not many, compared with the 
yaſt multitudes that were called, of the Gentiles ; 
the firſt that were called in order = time, may be ſo 
negligent and ſlothful, as to be laſt in the eſteem of 
him who called them; and the laſt that come to the 
knowledge of Chriſt, may, by their watchfulneſs 
and obedience, be firſt in his favour, and enjoy his 
particular eſteem; for but few of the many that live 
under the Goſpel, approve themſelves faithful to it; 
and of thoſe few that diſtinguiſh themſelves by their 
integrity, ſome are more deſerving than others, and 
the laſt may be more eminent for duty than the firſt, 
and, by the Divine n N * e to . 


: God 


* 


Sad calls all under the Goſpel, with a real inten- 
| Hon to reward and bleſs them; but finding a few. 
only prepar'd (by their fidelity in improving his 
5 entruſted) for his approbation, he chuſes 


them from the reſt, as diſpoſed and qualified to in- 


= herit what he has promiſed : The true reaſon there- 


5 they come behind them in duty. 


fare, why ſo few are choſen, lies in the neglect or 
preſumption of the major part of the Called, and 
not in any arbitrary power in God; for he is as 
ſerious; as compaſſionate in his call, god to all, and 
extends his mercy over all his works, not willing 
that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to 
repentance; and is as ready to chuſe many, as few, 
provided that they are found equally diligent and 
faithful in his ſervice, and prepared to inherit his 
promiſes, and to appoint the laſt, firſt, if they be 
more virtuous than the firſt; and the firſt, laſt, if 


This Text truly underſtood, ſhould be fo far from 
diſcouraging. any in their Chriſtian warfare, that it 
ſhould rather put them upon greater care, watchful- 
fulneſs and induſtry, that they may comply with the 
call and invitation to mercy, become the more faith- 
ful and obedient, and ſtrive by conſtant improve- 
ments to ſtand faireſt to be choſen, among the Firſt 
at the laſt Day; for we may be ſure, that as our 
Lord commends and prefers the Faithful, the more 
dutiful we are, the more ſhall we be accepted with 
him; and if it is poſſible for an Apoſtle, if he neg- 
lects the work of h's calling, to fall away, and to 
become a Tela if ſome that are called do not an- 
fwer, or if they anſwer, do nat come up to the 
terms of the Goſpel; and if they come up for a 
time, fall away, and reject the counſel of God againſt 
themſelves; we ſhould be the more watchful and 
in duſtrious, and take the greater heed to our ways, 
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063 
Da we may not loſe the benefit of our high id. 
holy calling, or fall ſhort, of that happineſs which is 
promiſed: The greater our fear is that we ſhall not 
be choſen, the moxe we ſhould ſummon up our 
ſpirits to preſs forward towards me: prize, and to 
run ſo as to obtain it. 1 
(«3 St. Paul was not choſen by cans, or FT ſos: 
< natural-excellency by which he differ'd from other 
men; but He who foreſees all things before they 
come to paſs, or before they are made, foreſaw 
<« that temper in him, which would in time diſtin- 
« guiſh him in his ſervice from other men, and 
render him ſo eminent in zeal and piety above 
e his companions: We are now upon that ſervice 
we were called unto, and it does not yet appear 
* what we ſhall be; but it behoves us to be dili- 
gent with all our might, and to work out our 
+4 den with fear and trembling; that when our 
«Lord: ſhall come to chuſe the moſt excellent 
6 amongſt us, we may be taken into that number, 
"005 and . ye > DING. for ever.” 5 7 5 
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Er ye 5 fer ply + Callin, 2 * how that not many 
dciſe Men, after the Fleſh, not many Mighty, not 
many Noble, are called. 1 Cor. I. v. 26. 


9 5 


to m this Text; For ye ſee your calling, 

Brethren, how that not many wiſe men after the Helo, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are called. 

For the Great, Mighty and Noble, were ie 
and called upon to work in the vineyard, or to 
fubmit to Chriſt, and to do him ſervice; for the 
Soſpel was preached to all nations, to every crea- 
1 rure, or all the race of men, to high and low, 
Ty. 5 1255 wWith- 


E may 2660 by the e Erpfte , how 


157 


'2 withdot exception;; but the Great & Noble thought 
themſelves above it, preferr'd this world, and the 


honours of it, beforeteternal life; would not obey 


the call, and be hir'd inte the vine yard, or under- 
take to work in it; they were ſwell'd' up. with con- 


— 


<eit; and thought it below them to ſubmit to the 


Croſs, and to be train'd up for another ſtate in God's 
way: But the weak, the fooliſn, the poor, and deſ- 
picable part of mankind, ſuch as the Wiſe and Great 
ſcorned and rejected, attended to the call, enter d 
into the vineyard, and wrought ſincerely in it; and 
God choſe, or ſet them apart, upon their becoming 
Chriſtian, to confound the Wie, the Noble and 


 Greaty and upon their faithfulneſs to the end, chufes | 


tone: for alloys gnibtons « 


The Noble therefore ant; Gears -ones Je no 


1 regula diſcourage themſelves from being Chriſtians, 
when they peruſe this text; for as they are ſineerely 


invited, with the reſt of men, to repent, and to be- 


lieve the Goſpel, they may, upon their repentance 
and belief, be entertain'd and accepted AS well -as 


others; but if they are haughty, ad ject the 


_ word of life againſt themſelves, ey cannot 15 the 


blame upon any other but . — for they were 
as ſeriouſly invited to mercy, as the Poor, the Weak + 


and Mean, who are obedient to the word of Grace, 
* and enter into life before them. : 

i The! in St. Paul's time, upon the RApiBlitition 
4 of the Goſpel; there were but few of the*Wiſe and 


a Noble that took up the Croſs, and gave up their 


names to the ſerviee of Jeſus, many of them have 
conſider'd better of it ſince that time, and ſubmit⸗ 
ted to the Goſpel; not a few noble men and women, 
and ſome of Cz/ar's' houſhold obey'd the divine call, 


and liv'd according to it; and long before our days, | 


| there A been kings and queens (as there are in 


B 2 1 


; are take n into the Church, and put upon their good 


— 


1 inclined to accept, and bleſs all that are penitent 
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= ; many wile men after the fleſh, not many mighty, 
not many noble, attend to the gall, comply with it, ” 


# 
nt t# 


_ + Glorying. in the fleſh does not promote, but rathe . 
_ Finder F al f 

Jof wiſdom and nobility, refuſe to be ſubject to the 
V. ſdom of God; for it is not ſo eaſy for the Great 


1 
Py 


P38 f PRES 
(as Ladlantius obſerves) to follow the paths of 


[78-2] : 
= Wherefore the ratber, Brethren, give diligence | to 
= make your Calling and Election ſure; for if you do 
theſe things ye ſhall never fall. 2 Peter 1. v. 10. 


= 8 HE explication of the former Text gives light 


to underſtand this; for by conſtant application 
of our diligence in living up to our calling, we may 
in time reap the glorious advantage of being called, 


and ſecure our final election, which ſhall be made in 


the great day of judgment. Wherefore the rather, 
| Brethren, give diligence lo make your calling and 
election ſure; fer if you do theſe things ye fall never 


For if after we have attended to the call, and 
made profeſſion of Chriſtianity, we are not diligent 
and induſtrious in performing our duties; but giving 
way to ſloth, and indulging idleneſs, content our- 
ſelves with the bare name of Chriſtian ; we neithe! 
anſwer the deſign: of our calling, nor take an, 
proper method to ſecure our election, and notwith- 
ſtanding our religious pretences, may fall ſhort of 
that 2 of Glory, which upon the condition of 
faithfulneſs was promiſed to us. . 
Our own reaſon will tell us, that diligence is ne- 
eeſſary for the accompliſhment of our Taity affairs, 
much more for concerns of the h gheſt nature, for 
the improvement of our Chriſtian calling to the beſt 
advantage, to make the moſt of it, and to ſecure the 
' happinefs it leads unto: If ſloth and negligence in 
our worldly employments are attended very ofter 
with miſchievous conſequences, how much mor 
muſt the ſame render your heavenly calling in- 
effectual, and deprive you of thoſe happy and ever- 
laſting advantages, your diligence might have 
- It 


„ ni 
It i is put, through! the grace of God, into your 
.-power and capacity, to qualify yourſelves to receive 
the benefit and fruit of the mercies and favours of 
_ Chriſt, by walking worthy of your holy calling, and 
Preparing yourſelves by $908 works, or holy living, 
© r your election: It is left to you to get ſo 15 ready, 
that ye may not miſs of being eternally happy; and if 
All your filigence is requiſite to turn your holy calling 
to your advantage, the ſame muſt be employed to 
make your election ſure, which may be left at uncer- 
- tainties by neglect, and forfeited + Sloth, and for 
þ ever loſt ; for what is thus to be made ſure, is not 
as yet ſure, or put paſt miſcarrying, and what is to 
be 122 Tees EN our on e is not as . 
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HIS Text i is cited againſt the 33 "of o 
the laſt; in mach the gifts and calling of God 
are repreſented as fix d and unalterable without re- 
pentance. For the gifts and. 7 of God are w 
. out Repen ante. 
But though on God's — they may hog * re- 
pented of, on man's they may be rendered jineffec- | 
tual ; it does not repent God that he promiſed a Ml 
ſeed to Alrabau, and ſeparated the Jets to be his 
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. | hath given to us his;S Yromis'd: us the aſſiſtance 
of his ſpirit, and allows the means of Grace and 
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peculiar people; nor £908 it repent. him that he il 


EA 145 * 

the hope ol Glory: Vet as the Jews prints. 
upon his goodneſs, and, through their own, pre- 
ſumption, render'd his gifts and calling of no uſe or 
benefit to many of them; ſo. we may receive the 
gifts and calling of God in vain, fruſtrate the means 
of Grace (2s. too many have done) and throu 
our own neglect or wilfulneſs loſe all the benefit of. 
our calling and gifts, and become Caſtaways, or not 
worthy to enter into life. 

Though it does not repent Ur m ag he ha a8 called 
us to the knowledge of his Son, but is as. willing 
now, as he was ever, that we ſhou'd firſt walk 
worthy of it, and then poſſeſs the bleſſings promis d 
in it; yet as fix d and gracious as his favour is, we 
may obſerve, that his goodneſs is deſpiſed, which. 
was defign'd to lead to repentance, his Son is re- 
jected by multitudes, and his way to life eternal is 
evil ſpoken of; and that what he intended for our 
good, 1s lighted and rejeRed. 

We muſt confider that when it is _ that his 
gifts and calling are without repentance, it imports, 
that he does not change his Mind, or revoke what 
he has publiſhed for the good of - mankind; but is 
ſtill as willing that the means of grace ſhould take 
good effect amongſt men, as ever; that as his 
Gofpet is a conditional covenant, the conditions 
may be as ſtrictly obſerved by Chriſtians, as he is 
ready to bleſs them; but how does this make 
either gifts or calling unalterable ? may not a prince 
grant apar rdon to rebels upon cert in conditions, a 
veot repent of his clemency, thouzh be does not 
3 force and neceſſitate them to accept it? As to God's | 
part the pardon may be ſixed, or he may be fall 
reſolved to pardon and bleſs, but men may Six 
fo except of his kind propoſal; or if ſome cloſewith 
1 key may draw back, 10 not walk worthy of it. 
„ . Set I ̃ here 


— 


{42 1 -” 

There is no doubt but that the gifts and callirig 
of God in this caſe are ſincerely offered, he does nof 
repent in the leaſt, that he has promis'd to be ſo 
kind to men in his Son Jeſus; but will ſtand firmly 
to every word of promiſe, and make food every 
tittle; but this his firmneſs in no reſpect puts us 
rebels beyond danger, till we have accepted of his 
gifts, obey d his calling, imptov'd under his grace, 
ahd done -our part in qualifying ourſelves for his 
| mercy : God may be fixed in his feſolution, and 
ready to bleſs and fave all that coniply with his 
tetms of recontiliation, and ſome amongſt us will 
not ſo much as accept of his promiſe, ſome will not 
comply with his commands after acceptance, and not 
a few wou'd have his mercy without any conditions, 
and too many deſpiſe and reject it, and bit a ſmall 


number walk worthy of it. . 
The Apoſtle (ſays St. Zerom) does not deprive 
« us of that which is in the power of our own wills 
« to do, which we have at our own diſpoſal ; for tho” 
« God repents not, man may refuſe his own hap- 


"6 pineſs. | Jerom. James 1. 1 T5 / 18. 
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he will have mercy > and all their endvivours can? 
not prevent his doing what he will, or hardenin 
whom he will: For be /aith to Mofes, 7 will bave 
mercy on "whom I will have mercy, and I will e 
compaſſion on whom I will have compaſſion ; jo then Rt 
0. not of bim that wwilleth, nor of him that runneth, 

a” God that He eth merexv. | 
indeed this were true, as it 1s thus repreſented 
and underſtood, it wou'd be in vain for men t6 
| take any care to fave their ſouls; but « God only 
offered the means of grace, and his aſſiſtance in the 
uſe of them, and left it to us to entitle ourſelves ts 
his mercy, theſe words muſt hive ſome other thedh- 
ing, and we may labour with ſucceſs in Minding the 
things that belong to our peace; and in working out 
. our Salvation ; for he wou'd never have bleſſed us 
with the means of grace, and invited and encourag% 
us to accept and improve under them, Had it ns 
been his ſincere and real i intention to paf don aid fave 
us. 

We wrong him mightily, When we lock upon him 
as an arbitrary Being, reſolved to have his dw will; 
to ſhow merey where he plenſes, Aud upon thoſe 
that never confeſſed their fins, or refornied their 
lives; to condemn according to his pleaſure, fuck 
as belicvad and reverenced his word, and en- 
deavoured in all uprightneſs to obey him for is will 
moves by perfect reaſon and goodneſs, Wiſdomi and 
righteouſneſs ; and he cannot be {5 arbitrary as to 
fave and condemn without any regard had to the be- 
haviour of men; for perfect teafon' catmot be fo 
partial, and perfect goodneſs cannot be o unt it; 
truth itſelf wil not recede from his word; nof vi 
ouſheſs act againſt it. This is the will of God, oY 
Yue ſanctification; Conte uno we "all yo PTS 
C WE weary - 
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lp T r4 
a and, heavy 1 and F cuill yon reſt; God 4 Io 
not his ſon into the world to condemn ths «world, bus 
| that the world through bim might be ſaved. *Tis his 
declaration, that as many as anſwer, when he calls, 
and approve. themſelves true and faithful, ſhall be 
5 rewarded with eternal life; and that as many as live 
Aa ndl die in their fins ſhall be punifhid ; and when he 
fays, I will have-mercy on whom. I will have mercy, 
7 Till have compaſſion on whom I will have com- 
paſſion; he publiſhes. his will, that promiſes mercy 
to all returning finners.; by which revealed will, 
all that are penitent and faithful, are, by virtue of 
his promiſe, entitled to mercy; for however he 
has paſſed by evil ſpirits, and has allowed them 
n mercy, he has remembered us men in mercy,: 
proclaimed it. over the world, fworn by himſelf 
that. he: will. be true to his word; and it is his 
laſling will, that. whoſoever. 1 2 and believes, 
mall be ſav ed. N 
We may read tlie words thus, "Fs <3ll Bede mercy | 
upon . all this are: faithful aner the mens of grace, 
upon whom I am fully ,reſobved 10 GG. 


\ 


W mercy ; and F 
Will ape compaſſion an thoſe true . ee who, ac 
| eording 1 to the, Goſpel f my, Son Robe b ffn _ * 
gualifie for Compaſſion.” . 
7 L We take the words in this: Kass tiere can Pe 
no danger of fancying him to be an arbitrary BUR > ; 
r we then undefftand. that he ſhews. mercy, 
ook. who. en. to his' own wal 2 8 qualified 
or it 5 n 
„Büt if v ws "take "them! in that” ene, Ach too- 
wan put upon them, we cannot reconcile them to- 
his truth and oath . he has no regard to his 
goſpel, nor tlie behaviour of men, how ate his 
words * ations aalen! 1 or what deseo 


»” A 


S * 
5 WES — : 
4 2 WP” 


Has. any ſinner to 19 5 upon his word,” and to amend: 
his life in expectation of mercy ? But as he is the” 
God of truth, and cannot lie, we have Treaſon to 
truſt to his word, And to hope that he will ſhew 
mercy upon us, according to his own promiſe. - ... © 
But it ſeems, tis not all your diligenee and faith- 
fulneſs, that deſerves any conſtder sten, in this place? 


| for the Apoſtle e N D 
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So 1 it is not of bin that willeth, nor 1 af Þ bim that 
_ Tumeth ; but wes God that Heul, mercy, | 


"#3 3# 


e e Moe. | ; ot. 9. ver. 16, | 


HEY is 


O find Ce proper. meaning "of this Text, 1 
1 muſt ade ge betwixt the grant of mercy, 

upon condition, to mankind, and the. collation of it 
in the great day; and then the words may be cafily 
underſtood, So then it is not of him that c my be nar. ＋ 
him that Saane + but ef. God that t ſheweth ry. 
For not all our willing. and running, alter we had 
ſinned, could have procured t. the means of grace and 
promiſe of mercy.in Chriſt Jeſus, Had; not God in 
mercy allowed them, had he not by his ou od 
will reſtored us by the word. of. truth, and of his 
own accord and fa avour own. ercy.; 3 "for nothing 
that we had dong, or. pay „ W3 


„ 88 ſu Weh, ar 
chu d be ſufficient. to Procure, it For. a 

1 But 1 hough 1 it was meer and ut 4 8 bed 6 ork, 
that ſent us a Jayiour, promiſes, .pardon, and ſal- 
Vation, and allows us the means to obtain eterna 
life; it can be no diminutiq n to; that mercy, thal 
we prepare; ourſelves for it by? rej pentance and at 
mendment of life, that we run ths race that is ſe- 
before us to abtain the prize, and work out out 


1 |  falvationr 


£167: 

falyation with fear and trewbling ; ; for. this very m 
Mercy, which i is gar to us by the ſan of God, 

puts Ll upon willing and runnin to obey kim 
i nas Md to crown. our aithfulneſs with, 
mercy. 
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ge wen it is not tof kth that willeth, IR procures 
& means of grace, or the conditions of mercy, 
nor of him that runneth, that deſerves or merits 
em; hut. of him, who in great pity made that 
enant. of grace with mankind, and promiſes 
mercy to all true Penitents and believers, who will 
and run accorting to his own. will, that they may 
be qualified to SK of mercy : It i is therefore the 
duty of every Food 8 0 will 4nd, to run, to 
do 1 — beſt and moſt to pl leaſe Gag in Chriſt, or to 
App Ove himſelf to him BA ell CERA that ſheweth 
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_— for if ve neither. Wn nor run, we cannot, 
Fd accottling to his on ward, obtain mercy, _. 
ij „He that, Bulls the houſe. is not ſo idle 28 to 
Ui | * d i and yet the Lord i is faid, to build : 
10 „Sal ie bers 1 Unit he has enabled us to do, 
[i 7 — mmeiart 1 obſtacles, that what we under- 
14 Kt take may be effected; and when man takes pains 
| W <P and care, and God gives the ſnoceſs, tis pious 
\ l e igious to Get the ws to Ot Origen. 
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1 1 
For by grace are . ſaved through faith, and that hot 
of yourſelves, it is the gift of God. Epheſ. 2. ver. 8. 


—HIS Text is Wire e after the ſame : 
manner as the former, and may be cleared 
the like explication; fer by gracè ars ys. ſaved through 
faith, aud that not of ourſelves, it is the gift of God. 

For it was the mere grace and favour of God, that 
entruſted us with the Goſpel, and afforded us the 
means in the blood of Jeſas, to provide for our fal- 
vation; for God ſent forth his ſon to invite all == 
to repentance, to die for finners, and to riſe 
for the juſtification ; it was his free grace and gi oo 
be ſo merciful to finners, through the meritorious i in- 
terceſſion of his ſon; for neither we ourſelves, nor 
all the reſt of the World, cou'd pretend, by. any-Va- 
luable act or acts of ours to. purchaſe ſuch a covenant 
of grace, containing 8 promiſes of falyation, 
which is granted to 3 in the blood of Jeſus... 

But though this is. moſt certain, and. that we are 
beholden to the free grace of God for the hope of 
mercy ; yet we our ſelyes are. commanded by: this 
very Goſpel, which conveys to us this free A to 
ſtrive to enter in at the trait gate, to labour for the 
bread of life, to reſiſt the evil one, to mortify the 
deeds of the fleſh, to fig ht a good. fight of faith, and 
to be faithful to the 5 ſo that though by-our own 
ſtrength or merits, we cod not obtain ſuch a gift, 
yet this free grace that has conferred. it upon us, 
has left it to us, and (through the divine aſſiſtance) 
in our power, to perform our part of the covenant: 
of grace, to be dutitul and holy as tis poſſible, that 
we may acquit ourſelves hy of it, and may be 
found: meet and prepared to enter into e life 
which C arift has e for us. 


We 


done the 


1 1 
ce miſtake very much, if upon reading this 


though free grace may overlook us; for our be- 
haviour is then moſt acceptable to God, when it is 
moſt conformable to that goſpel, which his free 


grace and gift has conferred upon us; for as it was 
free grace that entruſted the Goſpel to us, it is full 


as free to ſave us according to the promiles of it, 
who-cannot merit the leaſt favour, and after all our 


dutifulneſs are but mgproficyble, and did no more 


eo. what free grace enjoyn'd. 

The goodneſs of God which fires; Ae that 
we muſt contribute ſomething towards our own 
ſalvation, that we muſt comply and concur with the 


grace, improve under it, obey its godly motions, 
and take due care that we do not fruſtrate or receive 


it in vain; for though tis God's moſt free gift, he 


may leave it to us, as he has done, to walk worthy 
of it, that we may not at any time, by our negle&t 
or preſumption, grieve or quench the holy ſpirit of 


God, and render his free grace uſeleſs unto us. 
+ Thus then we may.underſtand the Text; by the 
meer and undeſeryed free grace of God in Chr.it 


| Jeſus, we are called to the tate of ſalvation we are 


in, and if found worthy in the end to be ſaved, are 


ſaved, not by any thing which we could merit, or do 
to procure mercy, for it is the free gift of God, Who 


for the ſake of Chriſt accepts of our ſincere, though 
imperfect e and crowns: ehen with 


10 5 4 . *. i 299 e 
The requiring our ooncutrence . ate Wa 


| as conditions, does hot leſſen the freeneſs of the 


gift, for the pardon is freely granted and offered, 
before we cid do any thing for it, and what we 


o i is as much the effect of the free grace of God, 
as 


Fext, we 425 ourſelves over for loſt, when we have 
eſt we cou'd to pleaſe God in Chriſt, as 


* 


5 „ 3 
às the gift itſelf; becauſe the grant of forgiveneſs 
allows us ſufficient grace to repent, and to qualify 

ourſelves to be forgiven. 1 
They who ſet forth tire gift of grace by vir- 
« tuoũs actions, and purity of heart, are fad to be 
« ſaved by Chriſt, not only by grace, but by the 
& election of grace. Origen. a7 
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Now to him that worketh is the reward. not reckoned 
F grace, but of debt; but ta: him that worketh not 
but believeth en him, that juſtifyeth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteouſneſs... Rom. 3. v. 4, 8. 


T is fear'd by ſome, that the former doctrine di- 
miniſhes from the true value of free grace; for 
how can that be free, for which we do ſometfling? 
and they cite this text, as if our good works Were 
inconſiſtent with grace; Vom to him that worketh.is 
the reward uot reckoned of gruce, hut of debt; but ta. 
him that woerxeth not, but belteveth on him, -that juſt i= 
Heth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs.) 

It muſt be allowed that there is a vaff difference 
between working under the law of nature or of 


Moſes, anck working under tlie law of grace o 
under the Goſpel : under the law of nature or g 
Maſes without Chriſt, men were oblig' d to ꝓerforni 
fuch works as were perfeck in themſelves, without 
defect, to recommend themſelves to the fauouf af 
God, which none upon earth, .amongſt-theiZ#ws:on 
Gentiles, ever where able to do, but in their beſß 
performances were very imperfect: under the 
Goſpel our works muſt. be conformable. toi: theo wilt; 
of Chriſt as much as may be, according to dur the 
pacities and circumſtances n the world, which, at 
the beſt, can be but deficient and imperfect, nd 
„ e farther 


| 1 „ i 
Farther acceptable than ſprinkl'd with the blood of 
_ Jeſus, and performed in all ſincerity, by and with 
the affiſtance of his grace; fo that when we have led 
our lives as ſtrictly as we can, our reward is not of 
debt, or as merited and deſery'd; for we are 
ſervants, and in ourſelves unprofitable; for we did 
but our duty as was commanded, and in a very 
mean and defective manner; and it is of meer 
grace that we are counted worthy to enter into life. 
Our conformity to the Goſpel, but prepares and 
_ _ diſpoſes us for divine mercy, or qualifies us to enter 
into life, and can no more deſerve the leaſt favour, 
or the leaſt of God's mercies, than our waſhing of 
our hands can merit to fit and eat at a king's table: 
We are faved therefore by grace, and not by our 
own works, for we cou'd not redeem ourſelves, or 
give to God a ranſom for our ſouls; had that been left 
to our care and management, we had been loſt and 
miſerable for ever ; but it was the free gift of God 
to ſend us a Redeemer, and by him to give us, the 
promiſe of ſalvation, and that our faith ſhould be 
counted our righteouſneſs ; though then we work 
according to the Goſpel to pleaſe God in Chriſt; 
our obedience (how large and extenſive ſoever) can- 
not merit any thing; for our. happineſs is not due to 
us as a debt, but conferr'd upon us by grace, thro” 
the death, merits and mediation of Jeſus. _ _ 
But it is faid in the Text, that he juſtifieth the 
ungodly; and if the ungodly by believing are 
juſtified, to what purpoſe are good works ? It is 
molt freely granted that Chriſt died for us when we 
were as yet ſinners, and enemies to God and his 
goodneſs, and ſtrangers from the covenant of grace, 
and without God in the world; but he did not die 
for us with an intent that we ſhould remain ungodly, 
continue to be enemies, and live as if we cl got 
Fa. oy od; 
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God; for we had been too long in that evil temper, 


before he dy'd for us; and doubtleſs he wou'd not 
die to confirm us in our wickedneſs, or to give us 

the liberty to be the more bold and impudent in our 

The truth is this: our Lord found us ungodly 
and miſerable ſinners, enemies to God and his 
righteouſneſs, and he died to make us godly, to re- 
concile us to God, and to renew his image upon 
us, to redeem us to himſelf, to be a peculiat people 
zealous of good works, to purify us by his grace 


#4, 
& > 
= 


and ſpirit, to cleanſe us from all filthineſs of fleſh 


and ſpirit, that we might perfect holineſs in his 
fear, and to make us new men and new creatures, 
that we might walk before him in newneſs of life. 

When therefore it is faid, that he juſtifieth the 
ungodly, the meaning cannot be, that he juſtifiexh 


men that are, that remain, and that reſo ve td'be 


ungodly : for if he intended that they ſhould te- 


main as bad as they were before, why does Be call 


them to repentance, and give holy rules to live by ? 
why does he promiſe a reward to them that obey, 
and threaten thoſe that die in their fing? © 
The meaning then muſt be made conſiſtent with 
other Texts, and muſt be this; that he receives the 
ungodly, upon their repentance and faith, into cove- 
nant by baptiſm; that he promiſes them their 
pardon, or that he then juſtifies them, upon con- 
dition that they live up to the covenant eyer after; 
and thar when they are made holy and juſt by a 


conſtant Yhiform conformity to" the” laws of the 


Goſpel, he will juſtify them in the great day, and 
clear thzm” when they are judged, or will deal as 
kindly with them for the ſake of his ſon,” as if they 
were as perfectly juſt and good, as they are fincerely 
and uprightly reform'd and prepared for his preſence. 
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But in the ſenſe which wicked men. and hypocrites 
Anderl the Text, God never can nor will juſtify 


the ungodly, or thoſe that are and continue wicked 
in heart and life; for he cannot. behold. iniquity | 
with approbation, neither ſhall evil dwell with him; 


he will not patronize ſin under any pretence, or en- 


courage vice under the protection of grace, nor 


will he admit that Chriſtians by profeſſion ſhould 
ſkreen'or cover their fins with the demure pretences 


of his free grace; for ſuch miſunderſtand him groſly, 


and miſrepreſent his eflential purity and goodneſs in 


a vile manner; they may as well pretend, that light 
is darkneſs, or that bitter is ſweet, as. {ay that the 
fins of believers are no ſins, or that their vices are 
no vices, or that they are covered with the robes. of 
Chriſt's perfe& righteouſneſs, and that God ſees no 
fin in them, but juſtifies them ungodly as they are, 
and fayes them for, his Son's fake. All this is no 


leſs :than- ſcandal, and perverting the Goſpel ; far 


God is light, and in him is no darkneſs at all: if 


We ſay fat we have fellowſhip with him, and walk 


in darkneſs, we lie, and do not the truth. 
ee He who believes not in part, but intirely and 
perfectly as he ought, his faith ſhall be counted 
c for righteouſneſs, and ſhall be ſo powerful as to 
« juſtify the ungodly, him that hath been ungodly ; 


A to the end that, for the time to come, he may 
er not be ungodly : Though he never perform'd 


« any work of righteouſneſs before, he is now 
<« oblig'd to forſake his evil Hani, and now to live 
hy better. r 1 


Even ſo then at this preſent time aljo, there is a rem 
nant according to the election of grace; and if by 
_ grace, toben it is no more of core, otherws:/e grace 
7s no more grace; but if it be of works, then it is 
no more grace, otherwiſe work is no more Work. 
| e rg %% +) Rem tie Vs Seal 
T may be pretended, from a view of this Text, 
that the choice which God ſhall make of us at 
the lat is. wholly of, grace, and not from any con- 
fideration of works. Even ſo then at this preſent 
time alſo, there is a remnant according to the election of 
grace; and if by grace, then it is no more of works; 
otherwiſe grace is no more grace; but if it ve of. 
works, thei it is no more grace, otberywi/ſe work is na 
%% T1, x oo e 
It is confeſſed, that it is owing ta the goo 
pleaſure of God, and not to any thing that we have 
done, or can do, that we ſhall be accepted in Jeſus 3 
it was through his grace that he promis d a Redeemer 
to Adaꝶm, when he had ſinned, and was found 
guilty, and could do nothing to deſerve a Saviour; 
it is the ſame free grace, that eſtabliſhes the cove- 
nant of mercy made in his blood with mankind ; 
and it is the ſame grace that enjoins us chriſtians to 
labour for qur on eternal ſafety, according to the 
commands of the Goſpel ; and when we have done 
our beſt and moſt in the ſervice of Chriſt; it is by 
the ſame free grace that we are declar'd worthy and 
faithful, and invited to inherit the bleſſing. 
It appears then, that we are.not, -and cannot be 
 faved by works, abſtracted from grace, whether 
performed in obedience to the law of nature or 
Moſes, but by the grace of God, his favour 
granted to us in the Goſpel, which lays a particulag 
obligation upon us to repent and reform, to believe 
8 „ and. 


I 


„ 

and obey, we are or ſhall be declar'd heirs; when 
we have ſincerely comply d with the terms of 
merey, and prepared ourſelves accordin g to the 
means of grace to enter into life; for it is fit and 
reaſonable, that ſince meer grace ſhews us the way 
to happineſs, that we ſhould, in obedience to it, 
_ qualify ourſelves for the rewards in its own way, 
| Ghar we may be renew'd in the inward man, ſancti- 
fy'd in foul and body, purity'd in heart and life, 
and by the concurrence and affiftance of the hol 

ſpirit, cleanſe ourſelves from all filthinefs, which 
may hinder our acceptance. | 
It was thus that the remnant, which God foreſaw 

would remain faithful, approved themſelves ; for 
in the time of perſecution, when it was a crime next 
to treaſon to ſerve the living God, and Elijah 
thought that he was the only perſon left ; God in- 
formed him, that he had reſerved to Minelf ſeven 
thouſand men, that had not bowed the knee to Baal, 
ſeven thouſand that Rood firm to the true God, and 
wou'd not be induc'd by flattery or terror to bow 
the knee to Baal, or to commit idolatry. 

This remnant according to the election of grace 
was a faithful and obedient company of men, who 
ſignaliz d themſelves with reſolution and courage in 
tlie ſervice of God; and in this, ſenſe it is now left 
to us to ſhew our faith and integrity under the 
Goſpel, that we may be of that remnant in the 
= day, which aro be choſen to everlaſting 
me. :- 
It was then of grace, and not of any works done 
by kus, that the Goſpel was granted to us in Chriſt 
Feſus, that we are invited to comply with it, aſſiſted 
to qualify ourſelves by it to inherit the promiſe ; 
Au it is of grace, mw our hearty endeavours are 

| accepted, 
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accepted, that our good works are erown'd with 
glory, and that eternal life is beſtowed upon us. 


— þ 2 * 


If any of our good works had reconcil'd God to 


* 
1 


« 


us, parchas'd his mercy, obtained his fayour, and 
entitled us to heaven by virtue of their extraor- 
dinary worth, value or merit; it had been no more 
the grant of grace: but as grace has abounded, 
works, are no more works; but are wholly excluded 
from purchaſin 9 or procuring the mercy of God, of 
from meriting or deſerving the reward of life and 
happineſs. r e Baie e Yam 


* 80 „ ; 
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Being juſtified freely by bis grace, through the redemp- 
lion that is in Jeſus Chriſt, whom God bas ſent 
forth to be a propitiation through faith, in his blood, 

to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of fins 
that are paſt, through the forbearance of God; to 
declare, IT fay, at this time his righteouſneſs, that 
be maght be juſt, and the juſtiſien of him which be- 
lieveth in Jeſus. Rom. 3. v. 24, 25, 26. 


T is pleaded from theſe words (being juſtified free- 
ly by his grace, through the redemplion that is in 
Jeſus Chriſt, em God hath ſet forth to be a pro- 
pitiation through faith, in his blood, to declare his 
righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt, 
through the forbearance of God; to declare, T ſay, at 
ins lime his righteouſneſs, that he might be juſt, and the 
juſtifier ef him which believeth in Feſus) that faith in 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ſupplies all other defects, 
that the man. that is ungodly, if he believes, may 
be juſtified by the free grace of God, without the 
works of the law, or without any confideration of 
any thing that he hath done or can do. 

But 


But n not I hope without the works of the Goſp el, 
or that conformity to the law of faith, which 2 
mands ſincere obedience, and excludes all boaſting; 
becauſe, when we have done our beſt as believers, 
or have obey d from the heart the Goſpel of Je in, 
we did but that which grace Hel commanded, 
__ and has promis'd to reward. 

As much then as theſe words may ſeem to Pear 

ard upon other Texts, they may be caſily recon- 
dec with them; for we are juſtify'd freely by the 
grace of God, which granted us the Goſpel to 78 
by, which was purchas'd and procur'd for us by the 
redemption of Jeſus, waom God hath ſet forth to 
be our propitiation, through faith in his blood, 
nch prevails with us to live up to his doctrine 

and laws, to declare his righteouſneſs for the re- 
miſſion of ſins that are paſt, upon condition that 
we live better for the time to come; to declare, I 
ſay, at this time his righteouſneſs, that he might 
ſhow himſelf juſt to his promiſe, and a juſtifier of 
him, who believeth in Jeſuis, enters into covenant 
with him, truly repents of his fins, uprightly re- 
forms his life, and conſcientioufſ ? wha up to the - 
Goſpel. 

I he juftify'd thef that believing in ef, live and 
ap in their ſins, and remain as wicked as ever, how 
cou'd he be juſt in himſelf, or to his word ? can 
he juſtify him that worketh that iniquity, which he 
. behold with approbation? or will he admit 
THis evil to dwell with him, which he fays he hates ? 
did not Chrift die to redeem us from 5 that we 
might not henceforth ſerve ſin? does not he expect 
that we ſhouid walk before him all the days of 
pur life? can he eftabliſh that faith as ſaving, which 
> om bim of his deſign in delivering us from alt 

f n- 


L. ] 4: 
iniquity ?. or is he content to juſtify the wicked, 
who did no ſin, neither was guile found in his mouth. 

Me muſt therefore admit of ſome other mean- 

ing, or we repreſent Chriſt as undermining his om 
Goſpel, and patronizing thoſe fins, which he came 
to deſtroy; and the meaning be this, that we are 
juſtify'd by faith, on the performance of the con- 
ditions of the law of faith, which law is the Goſpel, 
without the deeds of the law, or the rigid terms of 
unſinning obedience, which the law natural or the 
Mecjaick law requir'd ; and we are juſtified freely by 
his grace, or by the covenant of grace, which pro- 
miſes us pardon and ſalvation, through the re- 
demption that is in Jeſus, who has deliver d us from 
the curſe of the law, adopted us to be the children 
| of God, and appointed us to be heirs of glory. 

585 i is a juſt God, and he that is juſt in himſeif 
« cannot -uſtify thoſe that remain unjuſt ; therefore 
&* Chrift was appointed to make propitiation, that 
by faith in him thoſe might be juſtified, who by 
* their own ene works cou d not be Judi | 
Origen. 2 Inte 

This will not tis ſome, who leach: that- faith 
alone juſtificth, or that they are bound to dor 
more than believe, in order to be ſaved. 4 Orb 

If by faith they underſtand a ſteady belief of the 

Ke = x as it is the law of faith, it wilt oblige them 
to be obedient to it: their faith will work by love; 
for ſelf-preſervation will purify them yet more and 
more from fin, and will not be eaſy, till it has in 
ſome meaſure conformed the life to that which is its 
rule. 
Me are juſtified by. faith 1 as it A in it 
A full conſent to the terms of mercy, and a conformi- 
ty to the Goſpel, as it ſtands in diſtinetion to the 
24 of works, and ſeeks for n by the Man | 
| 0 


| 1 
of © Ys and, in my apprehenſion, we mean no 
, more, when: we ſay, that faith alone juſtifieth; that 
dhe Goſpel alone juſtifieth; but to-affert that a bare 
unactive faith is alone ſuſicieat to bring to falvation, 
zs very dangerous, and may prove deſtructiye; for 
the faith of Mrabam, Raab, ar others, wroupht 
with their works, and by their works was their fa ith 
made perfect, or by their Worker ehe were 2 
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| Bur 7 . angther 00 an ieee earring FD A 75 
lat of my mind, and bringing me into captivity 40 


e. I . bie 15 IAN members. 5 


| 7 | HEN 4 are Gerin Mairie is e. | 
VV © what more requir'd of u Chriſtian than bare 
| believing, they fancy that it is impoſſible for them 
E:1 to be better than they are; they eonfeſs that they 
Atte convinc'd, that the Jaws :0f "the Goſpel are 
12 righteous, . holy and good; but when they 4 Tak 
4 Teform, they find another law in their member 
Warring 31 the law of their minds, and 9 2 
| ang, them into captivity to the law of fin which. is in 
ir ppc rt J. 5 77 e law! in 750 members 
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on it, ee at he 1 475 time 1 c 

Tet before them che danger, upbraid them with what 
undertake, deter them from it, and accuſe 

"them for it; and if it is through their conſent a 


choice, it is their on act, their own fin, and in the 
"ER e ſtruggle 


11 
"Riga for maſtery they theinſeives, 8 he's [I 
. quering power to the BY of Ae and are guilty: 
through their own fault. 
Admit that there is a war 1 7 2 2 the mind and 
the fleſh, - or reaſon and concupiſcence z when WS. 
were baptiz d, we. receiv'd a meaſure” of grace to 
keep the r of our ſelves, to refuſe the 
motions of fin, and to comply with rational pro- 
poſals, and, by the aſſiſtance of the ſpirit, we may, 
under the greateſt ſtruggle between the fleſh and the 
mind for the maſtery, {DIG andi act as Chriſtians: 
ſhould and ought; and may not only refuſe to 
obey the law of fin, but alſo. obey the mind of, 
Chriſt ; for otherwiſe the fleſh would %e as much too 
ſtrong for the Chriſti an, as. it is for the | unregene-. 
rate man; and a ſervant of Jeſus wou'd be as much 
in bondage to ſin, as the. natural and carnal mind. 
St. Paul cannot therefore i in this caſe deſcribe the” 
condition of a chriſtian, but of 2 a carnal, unregene- 
rate man, who 1 18 ſtill 2 {hve. to his .OWn. luſts, 77 
s, when the light of natural conſcience 
directs him to the contrary: for after he had repre-, 
ſented this natural corr uption, of mankind, he 
enquires, who ſhall deliver from the body of this 
death? and immediately thanks God, through 
Jeſus Cbriſt our Lord, that it might be done, 
and that Chrift Mans might walk. after the. ſpirit; for 
the law of the. f pirit o life had made bim free from 
the law of fin. EA. death, 'reftor'd him to his full 
betty to pleaſe God in Criſt Jeſus: chat . we live 
. after the fleſh, or. comply with thole, f inclinations, 
which war again the law. of our minds, we ſhall 
die; but if we through the ſpirit do mortify the 
deeds of the body, by living up to the laws of our 
a or obey Ga wee ſhall Jive, and 
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Bur though the eighth chapter i is a plain and dis 
rect Ander to the ſeventh, this will not convince 
dome, who contend that they find by experience St. 
Paul's words to be true; for what they do they al- 
low not, and what they would, that they do not, 
and what they hate, that do they. 
But when they find this in hemſelves, do they 
not confeftedly - BA againſt the light of their own, | 
minds, and the dictates of their own conſciences at. 
tte ſame time? and can they think, that St. Paul, 
who had the teſtimony of a good conſcience, and te- 
Idiced in it, would act ſo inconſiſtentiy with his own 
doctrine, and ſo contrary to the laus of the Goſpel? 8 
would he voluntarily act the hypocrite, and teach 
Chriſtians by his own example to be religious in 
mind, and vicious in practice? does not he ex- 
| prefly fay, that 20 be carnally minded is deatb, but to be 
ſpiritually. minded is life and peace; that they that. LE 
- the cy a cannot pleaſe God? and-could he f 
againſt a carnal heart and life; l | 
Ha Se f their indulgence, and contradict all his 
Alete to repentanse, and the neceſſty he bad 
diſcovered of 'holineſs in heart and life? 
But it is confidently ſaid, that he muſt. "ARS, no. 
other than' himfef, 707 he makes this the conelufi ion 
of the chapter: So then with, my mind I myſelf ſerve 
the law.of God, and with the fleſh the law of ſin. 
If this is to be underſtood of: himſelf, he muſt, 
| Hieeds be wicked, and. give. great encouragement to. 
\riſy.; for whoever it is that behaves himſelf, 
ide man who is perſonated in this. chapter, he 
muſt be vicious in practice, and in his own conceit 
religious: for 'tis but laying all the wickedneſs that. 
he commits upon fin in him, and pleading, it is not 
E but fin, that dwelleth in me, and he thinks 


 kimſelf excuſed, and i in 1 opinion blameleſs. 
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But can it be 3 ht chat God would inspire St. 
Paul to cancel all — 5 obligations of the Goſpel at 
once, and render holineſs and righteouſnefſs uſeleſs 
under ſuch pretences? would he allow an apoſtle to 
teach men to be religiouſly wicked, and to — 
hypocriſy by his own example? por tn 
St. Paul muſt be underſtood to perſonate a natural 
man, or one that has a mind to be a Chriſtian, and 
ſtands waveri "8.0 betwixt. the laws.of the mind, and 
the laws of now leaning to one fide; then 
joining with the other, as reaſon convinces, or the 
fleſh prevails. Of ſuch a ons it may be juſtly- Bid, 
when de would. do good, evil is preſent with him. 
But St. Paul is fo far from intending himſelf, 
that he makes a large diſcourſe — it, aſſur. 
ing us, that his ſervants we are, to Whom we 
obey, whether of ſin. unto death or of obedience 
unto righteouſneſs; that the law of the Goſpel 
had ſet him "free from the laws of ſin and 
death; that what the law of nature or Aae could 
not do, in that it was weak. through the fleſn, thro 
Chriſt might be done, and the Aightcouſtiels of the 
law might be fulfilled; i in us, Who Walk not after the 
fleſh, but after the ſpirit; that the: carnal mind is 
N 8 Shank, Ae chat it 15 * 5 ta. the 


law « 


5 n e , pod ptr his — wart — 
lid not judge them to be ii a better condition 
in him 5 pal, Nene not in the fleſh (in this 

8 58 de ſpirit, (or under he grace f 

th F -ſpir it of God (which ye received 

.at your baptiſm) 1 8 in you; if any man have 


Chriſt, he. is none of his. 
5 grace of Chi had taught: St. Paul, to 
ä Rode pile the world, and to overcome the vices of 
' 1 2 +3 . c 1 he 
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«-it ; and proves that he ſpeaks theſe things, as he 


. perſonates one, who was under the Jaw; he 
« mentions thoſe particulars, which ſome were wont 


et to alledge under the Pretence Nee an excuſe, or | 
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For the: 3 being cn not 5 Bern, be Ae 
done any good or evil, that the Purpoſe of God, ac- 

cording to election, might ſtand, not of works, but 
f bim tbat calletb; it was Jaid unto ber, the elder 
ppall ſarve the younger, as it is Written, Jacob have 
— loued, but * have I hated. 


# 


ERIE ee, Nom. 9. ver. II, 12, 13. 
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T "HIS Text i is too often made uſe of to confirm 
the opinion, that ſome are from the womb 
defign'd for deſtruction, hated of God, and under 


2neceſſity of being miſerable. For the children 


being not yet born, neither having done any good or 
evil iat the purpoſe of God, according to election, 
mig bi ſtand, not of works, but of bim that catleth ,, it 
was aid umto ber, the elder ſpall ſerve the younger, 
45 it it Written, N Dave 1 benz but Eſau bave 1 
bated, | | Se ag 
But how: can this concern - or fect the eternal 
ſtate of -men, or turn to the damnation of ſome, or 
the ſalvation of others? For may not God diſpoſe 
of Jacch and Eſau and their poſterity into different 
ations; and not deſign in the leaſt to injure the reſt 
of men? or cannot he order, that two infants, be- 
fore they have done good or evil, ſhou'd, when 


men, be try'd in different ſtations, and train'd up 


under different circumſtances, without decreeing 
beforehand that the one ſhou'd be certainly fav'd, 
dre the other (5p ? what 1 a was it to ap- 

point 


331 
point the younger brother to inherit Canaan in his 
poſterity, and the eldeſt to ſeek his fortune among 
the mountains of Edom in his offspring? Do we 
not often ſee that the younger brother proſpers and 
riſes in the world, and is the better gentleman? 
what harm is in it, if the divine providence orders 
it, that the elder ſhou'd ſerve the younger; or that 
the poſterity of the elder ſhow'd fall under the 
government of the poſterity of the younger? muſt 
the eldeſt generation be damned, becauſe they eou d 
not help being Eſau's children? and muſt the 
poſterity of the younger be ſaved, becauſe it hap- 
pen'd that they were Jacob's offspring? but this 
was done, that the purpoſe of God according to 
election might ſtand, not of works, but of him 
that calleth. But to what did this election entitle? 
was it not that Jacob ſhou'd inherit Canaan, which 
he could not merit, it being God's free gift to him, 
when he called him to poſleſs it? but can it follow, 
becauſe it was the purpoſe of God according to 
election, that Jacob's poſter ty ſhould inhabit 
Canaan, that therefore they were all choſen to be 
ſaved ? or can it follow, becauſe God's purpoſe ac- 
cording to elect:on paſſed by E/au ald his poſterity, 
that therefore they were all damned? might not he 
chuſe the younger ſon to inherit the promis d land, 
to poſſeſs the means of grace; and leave the eldeft 
ſon and his poſterity full liberty to become pro- 
ſelytes, and to ſave themſelves without injuring 


either? we ſee in theſe days, that fome nations en- 


joy better opportunities of grace than others; and 
that God leaves all, in what ſtate ſoever, to make 
the beſt of their condition in providing for eternity, 
without prejudging any: and might he not do that 
in former times, and not leſſen his goodneſs or 
righteouſneſs thereby ? 3 ee 

| . e 


. 

The Text then may be thus read, the 2e 
425 and Eſau being not yet born, having done 
poither good nor evil, were allotted their different ha- 
Serations upon earths Jacob tas ordered to Canaan, 
| Efau 70 the mountainous region, that the purpoſe of 
God'might ſtand, by tobich he had decreed, that the 
poſterity jw the elder ſhould ſerve the younger, ſhould be 
in a meaner- condition upon earth, and want. thoſe 
means of grace which the poſterity of Jacab eo 

poſſeſs, nobich they alſo might ſhare in as proſelytes, 
"a7 berome acoptable to God upon their pious bebavi our, 
and perſeverance in well-doing., - 

I his explication will or be admitted, beokuſe 
* is ſaid expreſly, Jacob have I loved, and Efau 
baue I hated :- could this be faid of the children be- 
fore they were born, and had done neither good nor 


evil? can God hate innocency, or love and hate 
chat Which is neither good nor bad ?* cou'd: me, 


with whom there is no reſpect of perſons, act thus - 
partially, and thus contrary to his own nature and 
declar d "will? ?. he may chuſe one child for one 
lation. in the world, and the other child for 
another r Ration. in the world; and hate neither of 

anc may appoint the poſterity of one to be 


them 
Wee to the poſterity. of the other, without doing 


11 5; but to love and hate, ſuppoſes: that 
il the or -their poltefity. had done fomewhat 
webe might pleaſe God, and entitle to his love; 
s nd kim, and 5 0 to his hatred; and ſo it 

n. 'out, for the poſterity of Eſau proy'd more 
Prophane a and wicked 8 the Doin of Fatoh at 
different times; and as God with juſtice hates the 
4 wicked, - and for tu eir encouragement loves tlie 
; pions: : he might direct his prophet Malacbi, ſome 
'- hundreds of years after Jacob and Eſdu were dead, 
to call their e * their names, and to 


e. 


Ae 


8 

publiſh his hatred àgainſt E/au's fins, and his love 
to Jacob's good behaviour. . | ', 

However, if God loved Fan by giving ie | 
Canaan, and hated Eſau by caſting him upon the 
mountains, to ſeek his — in deſolate places, 

this does not concern their eternal ſtate in àny re- 
ſpect; for he may deal with men in worldly: diſ- 
penſations, as he pleaſes, and bleſs Jacob, ad pro- 
te& him; whilſt he lays the mountains of Edom 


waſte for their ans as He 3 _ 8225 
Mal. 1. 27 4. brats 
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Tb chars he any W or eln, Nen, as 
Eſau, who. for one morſel of meat ſold bis birth 
rigbi; for ye khow, how that afterward; oben be 
don have abet the bleſſing, be coat rejefted;, 
| for he found no place of | repentance, though. be 
bene it ee with ded Heb. 12. *. Th; 2 


Tis ſuggeſted, chat by Werd off this? decree e by 
{ which he was hated of God, that Eſau Became 
prophane, and for a niorſel of bread ſold his birth- 
right; and was rejected when he wou'd have in- 
herited the bleſſing, for he found no place for re- 
pentance, though he ſought it earneſtly with tears: 
w_ it-wou'd be to as little purpoſe, if ſome, hated 


rejected as he was, tows ſeek for acceptance TY 


98 e ſtrongeſt cries, and moſt earneſt ſupplica- 
tions. Leſt there be any fornicator or prophane perſon; 

as Eſau, who for one morſel of meat fold his birth= 
right; fer ye know, how that afterward, when be 
wor'd:hawe inherited the bleſſing, he was rejected; for 
be found no place of 85 OR”; be engen it 
. WI _ "Lears. 
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Such as thus object, wou'd do well to inform us, 
What that birth-right was, which he fold to his 
brother Jacob: was it his title to heaven, or his 
title to the land of Canaan; or was it reither, but 
only a bare prerogative of being the eldeſt brother; 
or Was it the advantage of the promiſe which entail 
the, means of grace upon him, which might be be- 

neficial or not, according as he lived under them? 
But let his birth right be as conſiderable as can 
be conceiv d, if hey at full age, was ſo imprudent 
and careleſs, and put ſuch a mean value upon it, as 
to ſell it for an inconſiderable meſs of pottage; it 
muſt be allowed, that he fold it with his own choice 
and conſent; .and that it was through his own eager- 
neſs; to eat, and his on impatience under hunger, 
that. he. conſented. to do it, ard committed the 
fault 5 for if he had not been ſo forward to pratify 
his craving appetite, ſo greedy to eat, he might 
have retain'd his birth; right, and the bleſlings of 
it: But he was, as too many are, for preſent enjoy- 
ment, and loft his inheritance through his own fault. 
Tis true, when he had conſider'd better this his 
raſh: and unadviſed ] bargain; he put a greater value 


upon what he had ſold, and wou'd by all means re- 


it; but becauſe he ſlighted it before, he is 
orced to go without it, though he ſought it with 
tears, and with all the paſſionate entreaty of a 
Gel ſon; for all that he cou'd plead in his own 


behalf cou'd. not prevail with his father to change 


his mind, to reverſe the bleſſing, he had given to 
Jana, or to repent of what he had done: 
It is plain that Eſou repented heartily himſelf, of 
what he had done in felling: his birth-right, and 
gave all the external ſigns of repentance, that 
can be defir'd' to ſhow the ſincerity of it; for he 
3 A for a bleſſing, importunes with 
Ben: the 


K 


E 


che moſt moving expreſſions, weeps heart ly, Te 
ſeem'd molt concern d for his diſappointment ; but 
in all this he could not move his father to alter what 
he had done, he found no place of repentance in. 
his father, cou'd not by all his paſſionate concern in- 
duce him to repent of what he had done; for after 
all his endeavours, the old man remains ſtiff and 
unmoy'd, and replies to all his f ns err 6 1 have 
40d him, yea and be fvait be bieed.” 
Now what is all this to his eternat face d or - how 
can any conclude with good reaſon from hence, that 
though they weep and lament over their ſins, - 
heartily and bitterly as Eſau did for a blefling, and 
beg as earneſtly for pardon as he, they ſhalf not be 
heard? for what reafen can be given to prove, that 
| becauſe [aac wou'd not bleſs Eſau, therefore God 
will not bleſs returning ſinners? what was his caſe 
to us ꝰ or why muſt we be deniad, becauſe he was? 1 
has not Chriſt promis d reſt to thoſe, that are 
and heavy laden with ſinꝰ has not God ſe it A 
ſon to invite ſinners to repentance, proms'd that 
whoſoever. believeth in him ſhall not pzrith, but have 
everlailing. lite, aſſur'd us that God ſent not his for” 
into the world, to condemn the world, but that the 
world through him might be ſaved ? and after alt 
other declarations of mercy to ſinners, may we dif- 
courage. ourſelves, and refuſe to eall for mercy, leſt 
God ſhould be as averſe to us, as Iſaac was to Eſau, 
and that we ſhou d find no place for repentance,” to 
alter the damning decrer, that is fancied to be 
pronounced againſt us, though we ſought it with 
tears? ſuch an odd and unreaſonable application 
of this text, may . prejudice men againſt their own 
happineſs, and hinder them in their repentance and: 
reformation, and ought to be rejected; for though 
Th 44a, Se to. bleſs Ha, God will bleſs all re- 
2 turning 
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Port the Serigrure enk unto Pharaoh; even for! 5 is 

2 2 baus I raiſed thee up, that migbi 

ä in thee, and thut my name mipli le 

: ear brought all the earth: therefore hath he 

2 1 77 on wm be e os 'whom be 
bl be, Aer eee 275" us. 


„It fy. 20 
— 1492 i 


X EXT 50 Eſinis 1 Pbaruobꝰs is ff eq; * 
ix mentiori'd, as confirming the belief that ſome 
He decreed: to be damn'd; for he was created or 
ruiſed up on purpoſe to be miſerable. For the 
Srripturs faith unto Pharaoh, even for this fame purpoſe 
have I raiſed tbes up, that: I migbi fhew my power in 
ibu, aud ibat my name might be declared throughout all! 
ne earth rberefore hath be mercy; on when be ill 
"How meren, aud aubom be will be hardeneth. 
God does hy indeed, For ibis ee 75 A 
5 raid thee ups ithat I might ſbeu m power in thee, 
ui but m name may be — through all ube 
aan. But cod not God's power be fhewn upon 
Him? © and might not his name thereby ee 
:: through: the earth without damning him 2 has not 
>:Godvſhown how it might be done, and not concern 
His eternal ſtate in it? e 1g. I ill at ubhis time 
fend all my plagurs pen thy heart, and upon thy ſer- 
vunts, und upon thy peep ” | that-thou:: my f row 
berni nous lile me in cull therearths; and that he 
might mend upon it for às it was God's: deſign to 
:c6onvineechin of his power, there ãs na daubt, that 
923 upon His convidion) he hach attended; he-anight 
»Miverciomid$:: hey was mailed up: fh hid Very lend 
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and purpoſe; in 'very-deed, and for this cauſe; co 
ſhew thee my power; that he might: conſider: the 
power of God, and reform; for God is not wont to 
ſhew his power in raiſing = meerly to condemn, 


3 „ 
4 F 


but with a deſign to do go 
I we conſider how 1 was raiſed up, we may fee 
-Farther: into God's gracious intention towards 
him; for it is not ſaid, for this cauſe have I 
created thee, for he. was in being before he was 
raiſed up, and under ſome grievous and. dees 
atfliction; the plague of boils or peſtilence; which, 
A the ſcattering of a few aſhes, fell upon him, 
+ him low,..and threatn d kis life hut it is 
fad, 381 baue aaiſad thee up, re eee, thy 
 diftemper, reſcor d thee lo thy: health, and haue very 
lindly \ healed:-thte, that reflecting upom thy dahper, 
thou N be breught 10 . bellen Was 7 aue 
"with others, and celebrate in my poem: adn ha td 
Hlere is kindneſa —— diſeover'd. netato 
ads his:damnatian, : but to-. convince him, that 
the Lord was God; if God may be airly-repreſeut- 
ed to intend ill againſt that man, to whom he, how s 
his wonderful power, whom he raiſes up from a 
great ſick neſs, 5 he might have permitted it to 
Kill him; before whom he perſiſts tu repeat his 
Vondlers, to bring him to a due ſenſe of his powe 
then he may be ſet forth, as deſigning from t e feſt 
to damn him; but ſuch diſcoveries of power and 
- goodneſs cou d never ariſe from a ſecret Will to be 
| en ruin, or to aggravate his dam nation 
In anſwer to this it is ſaid, that . All he 
94 Aanindths, and: that: it is .expreſcly. faid, that the 
0 "Lord: harden'd Sbharaab's heart. 
Admit this to be in ſome ſenſe cue; ouglit it not 
1 ita; be:conſider'd; that what: was: harder'd; wag once 
5 Ee and 1 and that by ſomè means or other 
a F 2 


Was 


"9 


header! and chang d from ſoftneſs i into, hardhie fe 
is it not therefore — Fug that Pharaoliꝭs heart was 
once as ſoft as other men' 8, and Was not created 
hard or o obdurate,: but was, in its native condition, | 
as capable to retain its ſoftneſs, or to contract an 
hardneſs, according as he us'd it, or exercis'd. it in 
action ? For hat is it that can be ſuppos'd to 
harden a man's heart, but wilfulneſs, obſtinacy, or 
a 7 ſtiffneſs, Which will no more yield to reaſon 
perſwaſion, than an hard ſtone to blows ? we are 
Att to ſay that ſuch; a one is an hard-hearted man, 
he ſets himſelf againſt the eries of the miſerable; 
the more they. plead to ſoften his heart, and to 
move him to compaſſion, the more ehurliſh and a- 
verſe, he is to them. : might not Pharaoh. harden; his 
heart againſt God's peaple in like manner? they 
ery d for eaſe, and he is not mov'd to compaſſion, 
but tells them that they were idle; Adoſes ſeconds 
their entreaties, and pleads for them, and he re- 
Mains ſtiff and in a very ſurly way aſks: him, who 7s 
zbe Lord? as if there was none above himſelf: upon 
this God takes him in hand, ſhows his power to him 
in many particulars to move his compaſſion towards 
his people, and he continues as moroſe, or worſe 
than before, and what might have ſoften d another 
man into tenderneſs, bardens him in his e 
to enflave. them, W 
And thus it appears that ke hardem d himſelf, in 
that he wou'd not hearken to good advice, yield 40 
ſound counſel, comply with juſt commands, and be 
| convinc'd. by a divine power; but grows the more 
. obftinate . upon Moſes 8 petition, inflexible. under 
his repeated demands, and what by the pride of his 
2 heart, and from politer conſiderations, becomes. 
» More e and more averſe to ſuch. propoſals: whilſt he 
- Fas, Going. this, he Har ben d. bi Ls __ 
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God forefaw thus much., Aid foretolck le in Ratte 


he would prove, he did not harden But by 1 one 
thing he did to him, or by an 1 8. 

ſiſtahle power, but left kim to bis "own. choice 225 
determination. 2 


If indeed à good FE hates ki d 157 Ve 


ab he becomes the more undutiful and Ce: 


under his moſt affectionate management. and kindeſt 


uſage; and when the more his father condeſcends to 
humour him, the more frowärd and obſtinate he 


wy „ "EAT God oy, be faid o harden 1 
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ede was it rived. Put ne wr Fold SR 
all the requeſts of Moſes, and diſcover'd himſelf to 
be as Riff and obſtinate as ever; and to the laſt had 


been the ſame, if the fear of loſing Bis own 'M 


had not prevaiPd with him to conſent.” 
And if this kind and compaſſionate management 
off Pharaoh muſt be called God's hardening his 
heart, he may as well be ſaid to hatden the, wilful 
and Obſtinate finners to this day in their fins, who 
not conſidering, that the goodneſs of God is de- 
fign'd to lead them to repentance, harden them- 
Felvess agairift' it; and treaſure up to themſelves. 
wrath againſt the day of wrath, and the revelation 
of the righteous: judgment of Gold; but t to think 
and teach that he hardens fen by all arbitrary 
decree,” and puts men thereby beyond the 'power'to 
5 help themſelves, is not to be reconciPd totke 66 pon. 
. nets 
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[ 42 Y 
neſs and righteonſneſs. of his nature, the juſtice 2nd 
dignity of his government, and his impartial pro- 
cesdings with men; for he will condemn none but 
ſuch as by their on choice and nen fin 
ſhall deſerve it. 
Can any man e that — are of ah 
hardening nature, when they have done ſo much 
, enuous ſpirits; or are figns and 
— 1 are apt to ſtartle mankind,” fading : 
to it; or are judgments, which are wont to fri 
enen from ſin, apt to provoke them to be the 45 
; _—_— or are the ee of. —_— more 


to the will, pon to — it ne _—_ pra 


God do more to convince Pharaoh and his court, 
that he would govern? or what could he offer as 
more proper or likely to make an impreſſion upon 
both; or to bring them to..reaſon?.butzit-is ſaid, 
zobom. be will be Hardlens, i. e whom he deſigns to 
ks. better, and by a gontinued ſeence of wondets 
would recover and Yang: £0 dxty, he hardens by his 
kind uſage. and gentle government; .on-becauſe-men 
find him mild and tender, patient and: kind; they 
preſume upon the excellency of his nature, and be- 
cauſe his ſentence againſt an evil work is not exe- 
euted ſpeedily, therefore the heart of the ſons of 


men is fully ſet in them to do evil; they harden 


themſelves, and will not attend to his kind uſage, 


or receive an impreſſion from, it, or yield, in the 
leaſt, unto it, but wl perverſe y take their own 
way, though they periſh in it; for God in his juſt 
will leaves them to themſelves, as n is re- 
ä preſented bo: do. 7 n Nene 33. 19318 «© f. has 1115 
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86 God had not excluded Pharaoh, from the 
, power or Ability of being convinc'd and: eo 
verted, and therefore he firſt corrected him with 
«, : ſhghter:? ſtripes, which by little and little grew 
« heavier, and at laſt preſs'd hard upon hint; but 


what God manag'd with patience, he turnid into | 


6 hardnefs,c ande greater contempt; for he that re 
2 fuſes: to obey patiently: hatdens himſelf. h 
Hharucb became the more obdurate u 


5 nen Of A plague; 3 and though. God for — Y 


che would not be converted yet he was willing to 
4 e even en _ his e nn 5 
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N mnwirhſanding they Jearkaitd's wot nies? the 80 
ns Ty becaſe "be We Wee Hay them.” ©? 
: 1 Sam. 2. v. 2. 
HA 7 1 may farther” nber the un- 
reaſonable ſcandal that is caſt upon the d. 
vos government, as if reſolv*d"beforchand to'de- 
ſtroy ſome; I ſhall conſider the caſe of the ſons of 
Eli, who were put upon extravagant courſes by u 
divine hand, as ſome ſay, on purpoſe to deſtroy 
them. Notwithſtanding they beurtened not unto- f 
voice of their father, beraufe the" Lord would lay them. 
We may; in anſwer to this, obſerve that it is not 
Kad, that God would deſtroy them before they had 


done any thing amiſs, when they were dutiful and 


obedient; for: then they were as acceptable to Get 
as other men; but after they were grown ſcandalous 
for ſin, Ra perſiſtel obſtinately in their vicioùs 
courſes, and deſpifed the tenller advice and repr᷑œofs 


off cher: father; When he with'a compaſſibnate coH- 


erg told them of ther eonſequences of ſueh pre- 


ſumption; after they Had fighted©'the pättictiar 


meſſage, wh: _ a propnet 85 from God to 
doo ht | their 


4 „ 

their father, and were become reſolute. and incor. 
rigible, and had harden'd themſelves. againſt all the 
means that were proper to work upon humane 
nature, and had prepar'd themſelves for deftruction : 
after all this was done by them, then it is ſaid that the 
Lord would deftroy them, becauſe they hearkened 
not to the voice of their father, wham they were 
bound to reverence ay obey; and whom (if they 
refuſed to obey) the law of Moſes authoriz'd to 
punith (if they curſed him) with death: ſo that the 
meaning may be only this, that they had, by their 
diſobedient and vicious behaviour, made themſelves 
liable to be deſtroy'd, according to their own law , 
which becauſe they conftantly broke, and Hamefully y 
| deſpis d, as if above or beyond the reach of it; G04 
Vas reſolved to vindicate, and would deſtroy them 
himſelf. 

It cannot be n that they became worſe and 
worſe, and could not help it; for it appears by their 
actions, that they would be at their n diſpoſal in 
defiance to their father, and God himſelf, and 
might have hearken'd and reform'd, according to 
the advice and reproofs given, and the meſſage ſent 
from heaven to their father, upon their account: 
for would Eli adviſe them with ſo much kinducſ, 
bad he thought them uncapable to receive it? or 
would God have ſent his prophet to him, to 
tell him of the ſa d events, that ſhould happen to 
his family, if he did not reclaim his ſons, had he 
thought them irrecoverable, and unreciaimable ? 
or would God blame Eli for honouring his ſons above 
him, if it had not been in his power to keep them 
in ſubjection? by all the relation that is given in 
ſcripture concerning them, it appears, that £7 was 
too mil! in his government, that they ſoon got the 
head of him, and would do what they pleas'd; that 


* | he 


ts ] 


ke reproved to no purpoſe, and that they had as fair 
ing ; and that 


warning given as was reaſonable, in vain; a 
though they were at liberty'ts reform, and might a. 


mend, and prevent their deftriition, they wilfully 


perſiſted in their fins,  defy*d heaven itſelf, and choſe 
to remain obſtinate in their wickedneſs. © 

Had chey been under a neceſſity to do what th 
did, and had it not been in their power to act other. 
wile, it had not been conſiſtent with divine good- 
neſs to command one thing, and at the fame time to 
reſolve upon another; ta oblige the father to re- 


* 
* 


prove them, and to hinder the effects his words 


might have upon them; to complain of their wick- 
edneſs, ſend a meſſage to prevent it, and reſolve it 
ſhould deſtroy them. Far be it from the moſt high 
to deal ſo deceitfully with men: he was in very good 
earneſt, when he reprov'd their father for his mild- 
neſs, and heartily deſir'd tkeir reformation; when 
he ſent his praphet to give them warning, and 
when in all likelihood their aged father was the 
more free with them, and had they reformed, might 
have been forgiven : but they, like other daring 
wicked men, neither hearken'd to father nor God 
himſelf, neither regarded'the prophet nor his threat- 


enings, went obſtinately on, and reſolutely perſiſted 


in their viciouſneſs, till God reſolves to ſlay them, 
as not fit to be try'd any more, or to live any longer; 
as not likely to reform, if ſpared ſtill, and more 
likely to do more miſchief, and to make the Lord's 
people to tranſgreſs, if continued in office. And if the 
magiſtrate is allow'd to cut off evil doers, when 
fixed in fin, might not God in juſtice refolve to 
deſtroy Hopbni and Phineas, when they had har- 
dend themſelves in their vices, and were not fit to 
lire upon eartnn en RS. 


3 1 185 
When therefore it is ſaid, that the Lord woul 
deſtroy them, it is to be underſtood, that he would 

do this, when they had corrupted themſelves to 

that high degree, that there was no hope left to 
mend, and when they were no longer fit to live. 

God bore with them for a long time, and by his 

management diſcover'd, that he had no mind to 

deſtroy them, had they follow'd their father's ad- 

vice, and taken warning upon the prophet's meſſage, 

and returned to duty; but when nothing wou'd 
make that happy impreſſion upon them, he reſolves 

to deſtroy them, ſaying, Them that honaur me I will 
honour, and they that 4 % me hall be lightly eſteemed. 

1 Sam. 2. 30. Ss jo. 
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Nay, but O man, who art thou that replieſt againſt 
Cod? ſhall the thing formed ſay to him that formed 
it, why baſt thou made me thus? hath not the potter 

ower over the clay, of the ſame lump to make one 
veſſel unto. honour, and another unto diſhonour. , 
[i $44; 0, 21. 


HIS may be all labour in vain, in the opinion 

| of ſome, who pretend that the reprobate 
were created on purpoſe for deſtruction, and that 
they were as much deſigned for diſhonour in their 
formation, as a potter reſolves to prefer one maſs of 
clay before another, and chuſes to make one veſſel 
for honour, and another for diſnonour; ſo that ſuch 
as come out of God's hands, as veſſels of diſhonour, 
are uncapable of being made veſſels of honour, and 
may deſpair, as put paſt all recovery. Nay, hut Oman, 
oho art tbou tbat replieſt againſt God? ſhall the thing 
formed ſay ta bim that formed it, hy baſt thou anade 
me thus ? hath- net the poser poiver over tbe clay, , 
be 


{[ "37 2] 3 
#þ# ſame lump io make one veſſel unto horiour, and 
auother unto diſponour. CC OO 
This text may be better underſtood by conſulting 
the prophet Jeremiah, from whom the apoſtle bor- 
 row'd it. That prophet was commanded (18. 2.) to 
go down to the potter's houſe, and there to hear 
the word of the Lord. When he came thither, 
(v. 3.) the potter wrought a work upon the wheel. 
Then ſays the Lord, (v. 6.) cannot I, O houſe of 
Iſrael, do with yon as the potter? cannot I new 
mould, form, and faſhion you, after ye have cor- 
rupted yourſelves? behold, as the clay is in the pot- 
ter's hand, ſo are ye in my hand, O houſe of Iſrael. 
Though ye will not let me form you again, as upon 
the wheel, and make you veſſels fit for ſome uſe. 
If ye will (v. 8.) repent and return from your evil, 
Iwill repent of the evil I thought to do unto you, 
and will new mould and form you, as the potter 
does his marred and ſpoiled veſſel. 5 
This being the true account of the words, the 
moſt that can be made of them is this: as God 
compares [/ael, or reaſonable men, to ſenſeleſs 
clay, he would convince them, that they were more 
hard to be manag'd than that in the potter's hand; 
for if that is marr'd, and will not anſwer his deſign 
in one form, he can make it uſeful in anather : but 
they would not conſent to be new faſhion'd, or re- 
new'd according to his will, but remain'd ſtiff and 
obſtinate under all his meſſages. However, if at 
laſt they would ſubmit to be wrought” upon the 
wheel again, and would turn from the evil of their - 
ways, he would try again (as the potter did) to bring 
them to duty, and to fit them for his ſervice. We 
ſhould obſerve, that here is not one word mentioned. 
of a certain decree to make them veſſels of diſho- 
nour, or of any deſign to hurt them; but rather a 
| | e plain 
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Plain intimation given, that God was ſtill willing to 
- make them better, and, as wicked as they were, to 

renew them JF his grace, to new mould and fafhion 
them: but if dy their obſtinacy they continu'd to 
Marr and ſpoil the ſhape he had in view, when he 
firſt called them to be his people, and corrupted 
themſelyes, they would turn themſelves into veſſels 
of difhonour and wrath, and were the cauſe of their 
It is manifeſt from the prophet's words, that it 


989 © » 


 # 


40) ] : 
themſelves veſſels of diſhonour, when he really in- 
tended to make them happy. (OY 
« If any one ſhall cleanſe himſelf from the filth 
4 of fin, he ſhall be a veſſel ſanctify d for honour, 5 
cc profitable for the Lord, and prepared for every 
good work ; but he that ſhall not cleanſe himſelf, 
„nor by tepentance wafh away the ſtain of fin, is 
to be a veſſel of difhonour.” ' Origen 
They are made veſſels worthy of wrath, by 
« filling up their own ſins, prepar'd by themſelves 
« for deftruction.” Ferom. YES, BOY OE 
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Therefore ſpeak I to them in parables, becauſe they ſee- 
ing ſee not, and hearing they hear not, neither do 
they underſtand. And in them is fulfilled the pro- 
phecy of Eſaias, which faith, by hearing ye fall 
bear, aud ſhall not underſtand, and feeing ye ſhalt 
ſee, and ſhall not percerve. For this people's heart 
is waxed groſs, and their ears are dull of bearing, 
and their eyes they have cloſed ; left at any time 
they ſhould ſee with their eyes, and bear with their 
cars, and ſhould underſtand with their heart, and 
ſhould be converted, and I ſhould heal them. 

Matth. 13. v. 13, 14, 15. 


"T* HOSE that inſiſt upon this Text, would prove 
0 by and from it, that ſome men, though under 
the means of grace, cannot attend, improve and 
_ fave themſelves by what they hear. Therefore peak 
Io them in parables, becauſe they ſeeing ſee not, and 
bearing they hear not, neither do they underſtand. 
And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Eſaias, which 
ſaith, by hearing ye ſhall hear, and ſhall not underſtand, 
and ſeeing ye ſball ſee, and foall not perceive. For this 
Pecple's heart is waxed grofs, and tbeir ears are E 
. 8 „ 97 
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which in itſelf ſhould enlighten and direct chem? 


Leise! 1 5 
Rearing and their eyes they have cla; teſt at ait 
Time they ſhould ſee with their eyes, and bear with 


their ears, and ſbould underſtand with their heart, 


and ſhould be converted, and I fhould beal them. 

We may underſtand _ theſe words better, would 
we conſider them as at firſt deliver'd to the Jews by 
Jaiab, as apply'd to them by our Saviour, and hoy 
St. Paul argues from them againſt them. | 

If we conſult arab, who firſt ſpake theſe words 
to the Jews, we find that they had behaved them- 
ſelves very unfaithfully, and were grown very 
wicked and incorrigible, and would neither hearken 


to good advice, nor reform upon it; he is therefore 
commanded to go and tell them, that his meſſage 
would prove very unprofitable to them through their 


own fault: (Jaiab 6. 9, 10.) hear ye indeed, but un- 


derſtand not; ſee ye indeed, but perceive not: make 


the heart of this people fat, make their ears heavy, 
and ſhut their eyes; leſt they ſee with their eyes, and 
bear with their ears, and underſtand with their 


| bearts, and convert, and be healed. They were, ac- 


cording to theſe words, capable of converting them- 
ſelves, would they but uſe their faculties as they 
ought, and of returning to duty; and of being 
healed of this negligent careleſs temper ; but they 
heard, and would not hear and lay it to heart ; they 


ſaw, and would not ſee, but were as men (fat at the 


heart, who are commonly conceited) wiſe in their 
own eyes, and ſlothful: they thought themſelves 
ſafe enough, and deſpis'd his meſſage; and the 
more earneſt he was with them-to reform, the more - 
averſe they were to his diſcourſe : and all his 


. preaching to them, but confirm'd them in their 
prejudices againſt him. How was it poſſible for him 
to 


lind or. deafen them with that very diſcourſe, 


(6/4 


17 


or how could he fat up their hearts, and caſt them 
under heedleſs and ſlothful fancies; by that which 
might rowſe and awaken them? it was then in a 
metaphorical ſenſe that theſe are ſpoken, as done 
by the prophet; for it was they that blinded and 
deafen'd themſelves, and he only gave them the 
occaſion to be the more heedleſs and negligent, to 
ſhow their own tempers and inclinations : for the 
more zealous he was for God, the worſe they be- 
came in practice; and the oftner he repeated his 
meſſage, the more they deſpis'd him and it, as 
men fat at heart, and above his directions, and 
would neither ſee, hear, or underſtand. 


|. This being the temper of the Jes when Jaiab 
ſpake theſe words, we may eaſily perceive that they 
were in the like diſpoſition, when our Saviour ap- 
ply'd them in the ſame manner; for as he came to 
be the light of the world, and to inſtruct the Fews 
in the way to life, they deſpis'd him, and lighted 
his words, as they had /azab's. Though our Lord 
ſpake as never man ſpake, and denounc'd his woes 
againſt the hypocriſy of that age, they thought they 
were ſafe in following Moſes, and keeping ſtrictly to 
the temple ſcrvice, and would not mind or regard 
any diſcourſe, which might inſtruct them otherwiſe, 
though confirm'd with miracles, and recommended 
with all the powers of divine love; but remain'das 
unconcern'd as if they had never ſeen, heard, or 
underſtood the things that belong to their peaco : 
they were in themſelves, conſider d without preju- 
dice, as likely to be converted, and as capable of 
being heal'd as any other of his hearers ; and had 
they attended without prepoſſeſſion, beheld hig 
miracles without indignation, heard his doctrine 
uuithout diſdain, they might have helien da but they 
blinded, deafen'd, and decewd themfelves:! anith 
. „ worldly 
* 


As 


| Ipy. 
worldly eonfideratians, and would not ſee; nor hear, 
derſtand ;-.and: therefare they are left to theit 
rays, becauſe they. had not i improv d that which 
was inten d to lead them to Chriſt, but turn'd. the 
very law. and prophets, which were intended to lead 
them to 19 5 him. Therefore our Lord 
ſpake to them in parables, becauſe ſeeing they ſee 
not, and hearin 3 . 8 do they 
underſtand. Their eyes and eee 
good enough to perform —— part; 5 — th 
obſtinate and wilful, and would not ace as they 
ought, and therefore that prophecy. of Jaiab was 


fuläll d upon them. They were. grown as bad or 


worle than their fore - fathers, and reſiſted the grace 
of God, thinking they could do well enough with 
Moſes without a 22 and becauſe they made no 
better uſe of what they had, that alſo was to be 
taken fromithem, and they were permitted to in- 
du ans prejudices againſt their own happineſs. 

Ik then we. conſider our Saviour's diſcourſes. to 


them, and the miracles that were wrought for their 


conviction, we muſt believe, that he thought 
them capable of ſeeing, hearing, and underſtand 
Ing, as men ought to ſee, hear, and underſtand, till 


they had prejudiced themſelves fo. much againſt his 


words, that he thought that their ſeeing; hearing, 
and underſtanding was to no purpoſe, and as-uſe- 
leſs, a if cl . not er Ns or erer 


* r 2 ** : 3/8 — ; a4 <> "24 + T I 


Senn les and not in any ſecret determination of 

God's will, our Saviour faith (Verſ. præced.) h 

ſorurr ha 5, 40 him ſhall. le given and bu ba 
more abundance: Whoever makes. the right uſe of 
his mans of. grace, and improves under them, 
have larger 1 of b 
elves : 


* 


That this. may fatisfy Us that the, fault By in 


baue 


W 
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ſelves: and whoſoever hath not (and do not uſe well 
what they have in hand) from him ſhall be taken even 
that which he hath. And according to this liberty 
left to improve what is given, we find that ſome of 
_ theſe Fews were ſo happy, to conquer this averſion, . 
thou gh with great reluctancy and difficulty. Never- 


theleſs (though Jaiabh had faid thus much, that he 
hath blinded their eyes, and harden'd their hearts) 
_ notwithſtanding theſe ſayings of Jaiab, among the 
chief rulers alſo many believed on him (but with great 
caution and warineſs) but becauſe of the Phariſees, 
they did not confeſs him, leſt they ſhould be put out of 
the ſynagogue ; for they loved the praiſe of men more 
than the praiſe of God. And if ſome that were moſt 
prejudic'd, as the rulers were in all likehhood, 
could ſee, hear, underſtand and believe; ſo might 
the reſt, had they been as willing to exert their 
power, and to conſider as they ought. 
St. Paul cites theſe very words againſt the Jews, 
when he was at Rome, after they had refuſed the 
invitation to mercy : for he called them together, 
and preach'd to them the Goſpel of falvation, as 
to men capable of believing, and likely enough ta 
become chriſtian; but when he found that ſome 
would not believe, he mentions this Text of 1/a:ah 
againſt them, as prejudic'd as much againſt the 
truth as their forefathers; as deaf, blind, and a- 
verſe to better information, as any before them; 
and lets them know further, and if they continued 
obſtinate, and rejected the ſalvation of God, he 
had authority to go to the Gentiles, and to offer it 
win: 3 80 1 
According to this account, they heard and under- 
ſtood his meſſage, and reaſon'd about it among 
themſelves, but would not receive it ; but ated as 
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deaf, blind 1 ſenſelels under their prejudices, 
and wotild not Tee, hear, or underſtand. 
From the ſenſe. which Tſaiah, our Lord, and 


St. Paul put upon the words, it appears, that it is 


very far from God, and fo contrary to his incli- 


fiations to mercy, to blind, or to harden any, that 


he ſends his prophets to reclaim, his ſon to en- 
lighten, and. his apoſtle to convert theſe very men 


that are. thus repreſented. which ü Fibo 


Gant they were all capable of receiving, ſame benefit 
y ſuch. meſſages: but if parables wilf not awaken 


G curioſity, nor ſolid diſcourſe convince their 


reaſon; if miracles make no impreſſion, and repeat- 
ed advice 1 18 deſp is'd ; if neither the Prophets, nor 
the ſon of God. nor his apoſtles ean bring them to 
A found. mind; they can be reputed no other than 
blind, deaf, and deſperately. averſe to ali the means 
of grace that can be offer d to redure them: for 


who ſo deaf, as he that will not hear? and who ſo 


blind as he that will not ſee? and who ſo ignorant, as 

he that is conceited, and refuſes inſtruction, under 
the prete: ice, that he knows better already? if men 
Will be o 0 ſtinate and Riff in their ſentiments, that. 
nothin e be allow'd to make an impreſſion upon 


* 4 live and die, and. Periſh. in their 


e That v we may not ("= th that their, thickneſs 
= of heart; and blindnefs, . and deafneſs, were the 
d effects 4 nature, and not of their wills; he im- 


b mediate: ly lay ys the fault „upon their own choice, 


de for they ſhut their eyes.” Hieron. 


cc Becauſe it was cuſtomary with them to ſee AP? 
6 not to ſee, to hear and not to hear; therefore God 


did hot give them the eyes of faith; to ſee the 


& WM miracles of Chriſt, nor to hear his living, 
Words. _ Opus imperf. in Matth, . 8 
O Lord: 
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O Lord, why haſt thou made us ta err - from ty = ways, 


aud bardexd our bears -frighs 74 ar 2 
6 - Iſaiah: 63. v. 17. 


T may Kin be objected, thats hz that 8 
another to miſtake, is the cauſe of the evil that 
is thereby occaſion'd, and cite this Fext in their 
vindication. O Lad, y baft thou made us to err 
from thy ways, and harden'4 our heart from thy fear ? 
In reply to this it may be reaſonably ſaid, that 
the ways of God in this cafe are either the ways of 
real virtue, agreeable to eternal reaſon, or the ways 
of his inſtituted worſhip in His temple at Feruſalem, 
which he deſign'd to be a conſtant ſupport and en- 
couragement of an holy life among the Ke He 
may b= id to make his people to err from either 
of theſe ways, when he corrects and chaſtiſes Mega 
Fo much, that their ſtubborn and ill temper grows 
the worſe under his rod,” and the more rel ſolute and 
Preſumptucus under his wrath. | | 
God had been fo ſignally Pats eat that 
they expected his Proteckion and blefling, Whether 
they were öbedient or nat. When he found it ne- 
"caflaty to p: antth them, they complain d, mur- 
mur'd, and caſt the blame upon him, as if he was 
the cauſe of their wandering, and that it was through 
his means tkat they caſt off his fear; for had he 
been more kind, they had been more obedient; 
but ſince they found A fo rigid and ſevere,” as to 
puniſh"them" upon every ſmall provocation, they 
; would neither keep to his ways, for read His fear. 
D Prophet ſpeaks the people's 8 fenſe, or ac- 
; -eording to the: common Tanguag of the Jews, who 
mürmur'd under God's chaffiſement, and made 
ſuch an ill uſe of (when they had rebell's and'vex'd) 
: 2s holy ſpirit, that he turn'4 to Be their enemy, 
MTN „„ and 


- 
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and fought againſt them; whereupon they complain 
of him, and though the rulers themſelves had 
cauſed them to err, they had the configencs. to lay 


the blame upon God. JU/aiah g. 16. 
This being admitted to be the 8 ee of 


| that people, how could he with reaſon. be repreſent- 


ed 11 cauſing | them to err, who took the directeſt 


courſe to prevent it, employing his prophets to re- 
prove and threaten, his providence. to correct and 
puniſh, and his indulgence and affection to en- 


courage them in duty, ſeeking by all means to re- 


duce them into the right way, and to keep them in 
due ſub bjection? ? did he cauſe them to err, when he 
gave them into the hands of their enemies, to 


chaſtiſe them for their rebellion, and to reſtrain them 


from erring for the time ta come? or did he harden 
their hearts, or ſet them againſt his fear, when he 


promis d to forgive them upon their repentance, 


and Rood ready with open arms to receive them ? 


an affectionate father may. with as. much reaſon be 


ſaid to cauſe his ſtubborn ſon to err, when he cor- 


rects him for his fault, and though he mends not, 
ſtill 0 diipleas'd with him; or may as well be 
repreſented as hardening him againſt the dread of 


his power, when he, chaſtiſes him fo much and fo 
often, till he caſts off all reverence for him. It is 
after this manner, that wicked men are ſtill forward 


to blame the Almię ghty : when they are corrected, 


they grow ape in ſin, and when brought lou, 
even to the duſt, they caſt away the fear of God, 


and harden” themſelves againſt the dread. of 18 


power; but as it is through the wicked's own choice, 


that they err and ſin, and through their own ſtub- 


bornneſs, that they perſiſt in their wandering, 


though corrected for it; no other can bear the blame 
but themſelves, i 
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If this interpretation of the Text : appears not 
agreeable to ſome men's ſentiments, there is another 
which others entertain, as more conſiſtent with. the 
divine proceedings, which ſeems to be conſequent to 
the firſt; and it is this: that when God has found 
his corrections ſlighted, he has left men to them- 
ſelves, and to their owti ways, as unworthy” of his 
further care or correction: i lets them alone to 
take what follows, permits them to err and wander 
according to their own froward inclinations, and to 
weary themſelves in their wickedneſs. We com- 
monly ſay, that that maſter ſpoils his ſervant. for 
want of due correction, and that it is he is the 
eauſe, that his ſervant has prov'd 1 ſo ſtubborn i in his 
ways, becaufe he allows him to ive at random, to 
have his will, and to do what he pleaſes : : and thus 
the mildneſs and patience of God, which for bears 
to puniſh, or leaves men to themſelves, without 
giving them any correction, may be ſet forth as 
cauſing men to err; but the prophet ſeems to have 
the firſt interpretation in his eye, when he imme- 
diately adds, (63. 18.) that they were under great 
chaſtiſement, 'the TO. bave Troden. down the. 
ſandtuauyp. 

God leaves, or neglects, thoſe which he hath, 
“ judged unworthy of correction.“ Origen. 1 355 
God is not the cauſe of erring, or of hard- 
* neſs of heart; but his patience ſeems to be 
the cauſe of men's erring, and. hardneſs of heart; 
„ whilt it does not eprrect offenders, but waits for 
their Wannen e, Hieren. 28 
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Mo 2 bon alſo abe all bad our . in times 


' paſt, in thelufts of our fleſh, fulſilling the deſires of 
tbe fleſh, and of the mind; and were by nature the 
children of wrath, even as others. Ephel. 2. v. 3. 


I is pretended, that it is in vain to plead thus for 
God; for ſome are by nature children of 
wrath, dk veſſels of wrath, and unleſs choſen to be 
children of the promiſe, muſt continue under wrath 
for ever, Among whom alſo we all had our conver- 
ſation in times paſt, in the luſts of our fleſb, fulfilling 
the deſires of the fleſo, and of the mind; and were by 


natur the children of wrath, even as others. 


This Text may be eafily ſet in a clearer light, 


and freed from ſuch miſunderſtanding ; for it can- 


not with any reaſon be aſſerted, that God created 
ſome on purpoſe to be children of wrath; for he 
made man upright, and in his eſteem he was very 

good. Nor can it be pleaded, that we ara produc'd 


Tak children of wrath by nature, that we cannot 
become: the children of promiſe. z for St. Paul ſays 


in this Text that we may: we were hy nature the 
a 755 of nn, We that = are W 'd together 
with Chriſt. rs 
It is proper 88 to enquire, in Aber inforf 
he, and fellow chriſtians, were children of wrath 
by 5 and how e became the children of 
eee 3 that thechildien 400 m en as 
are children under the ſname and conte empt of their 
arents condemnation, and may be term'd children 


K of wrath, as they ſuſtain part of the wrath that 
7 falls upon their parents, and inherit the diſhonour 


of their blood: and as we are the children of 
dam, conſign'd over to death by his ſin, and ſuf- 
fer in mortal bodies upon kes account, 'urtergoing 


TM | | pain, 


To. 


pain, ſickneſs, and at laſt a diſſolution ; we remain 
in a condemned ſtate for his fault, and in this reſpecł 
are children of wrath by nature, or by our deſcent 
from him bear a part of that wrath that was 
due to his tranſgreſſion; and in this regard St. Paul, 
and thoſe firit chriſtmans, were children of wrath 
as well as we, being all deſcendants from Adam. 
But though this is the infelicity of our deſcent, it 
does not neceſſitate us to lie under wrath for ever; 
for he that puniſhes us with death for our pro- 
cenitor's fault, is willing to fave us, if we repent of 
our ſins, comply ſincerely with the means of recon- 
eiliation, which Chriſt has propos'd to us in his owe 
blood, and live up to the terms of mefcy Premis d 
in the Goſpel. 

It does not therefore follow, that becauſe we are 
dorn under wrath, we ſhou'd always lie under it, 
in an irrecoverable condition; for 2 St. Paul and 
others had fled from wrath, and kid kold of the 
promiſe of mercy, were no longer children of 
wrath, but children of grace; ſo may we, wou'd 
we ſincerely and ſtrictly live up ts the terms of 
mercy, for the promiſe is made to us as well as 
others, and upon our hearty e w may 
partake of the benefit of it. 

But if by children of wrath by nature, we under 
fard (as ſome do) chifdren of wrath by cuſtom, 
when men make themſelves fuck by habits in fin ; 
for cuſtom is a ſecond nature: then we are made 
children of wrath by eurſelves, and our own choice, 
and perſonal crimes; doing that by cuſtom, which 
lays us open to the divine diſpleaſure; and ſuch are 
thoſe, who conform themſelves to the cuſtoms of 
this world, the courſe of this preſent age, who ful- 
fill the luſts of the fleſh, and of an evil mind, and 
take pleaſure in iniquity. 


Bu 
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But though ſuch habits may make it more e difficult 
| ns ©: a ſound mind, and to begin an holy a 
life, they can neceſſitate 5nd fl orce 16 man to remain | 
under Wrath; for as habits are contracted by acts 
repeated through our own choice, they may be laid 
aſide N nature ſo corrupted, may bs recti. 
fied by ** 80 by virtuous actions, and 
brought into e ite another frame by watchfulneſs 
and religion; i oi if we will, with mature delibera- 
tion, devote ourſelves to God, attend to the means 
of grace,” and do what lies in us to reform; God, 
who # rich in mercy; will revive us by his holy 
| ſpirit ; .enable us to conquer our baſe indlinations, 
to break through evil habits, and to beec me exem- 
plar in righteduſneſs and hölineſs of life. 
then we take the children of wrath 4 in uhr 
ſedle, none are neceſſitated to be for ever children of 
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Wrath, but rather all are obhg desto be the more 
li humble, watchful,” eareful and indaſtrious, leſt 
li "being under the neceſſity; of dying, .and bearing 
|| part of Adam's puniſhment; they hould⸗ neglect 
i their own Salvation and by their own! choice 
li contract ſuch finſul habits or vieious cuſtoms; which 
| by God's: uſt judgment may make them children 
i 0 wrath for ever, ane: nt 3 bein eternal 
bee n aun 

| To hey Are called childin' of: WO Elche be- 
1 cauſe of the meanneſs of their body; which'is 
il wal © body of death; and that the minds of men, 
Ke 


mt their youth, are plac'd upon evil; or be- 
8 from that time, that we can have any know 
the. lege ef God, and dome to be men, we all fim in 
66 hougHr, word, or deed. Hiro. e ni Left 
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And you.” hath be quicken” 4, 6650 were 14259 in tref- | | 
paſſes. and fins. Even. toben ue were dead in fins, N 


hath (he) wcken 'd us together * with Chrift (by grace 
De 4 0.06 1. ye! _ Ephel. 2, V. 15 5. 


hat k upon themfelres 
le 


7 HERE may be thoſe that. 00 
J dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, and ng more ab 
to help themſelves pg dead men, till quicken d 
and — to life by the power of God race. 
And yon hath he. guicten d, who were dead in treſ- 
| | Zaſſes and fins... Even when we, were. dead in ens, 
bath (be) qricken'd 10 be. with Crit (by Hehe 
ye are ſaved. 1 
In anſwer . it cannat, 3 prefam'd,. that 
* thoſe that are here ſet forth as Enos ſin, were 
dead in body; for they were men then living in the 
worlel, though ſet forth as dead in ſin; as the wan- 
tam enamam is repreſented as dead whilſt ſhe 0 
- Nor can: _ ee e RENO 2 


1 


8 — — — my hearings. c pan 2 
-apd&-accepting the Goſpel. EH ian fg: 15 , 
This death, muſt be then a death 3 > 3 
ald. by way of alluſion or metaphor, hen the 
man acts againſt own reaſon and conſcience, | intereſt 1 
and happineſs, as if he was dead, and had no true 
uſe of his faculties, but was entirely ſubject to the 
law of ſin and death, alienated. fram the: life of 
God, and ad much given to pleaſe ul Aue of 
the; fieſh, as if captivated and enfl r 
for to be carnally minded ig death,, beczuſe f the car- 
ng mind is enmity. againſt God; for it is not z;bject 
to the law of God, — — indeed can be; whilt it 
is a carnal mind, and accuſtom'd to do evil; but 
hen ſuch carnal men are called upon to repent and 
1 return 


2 


1 62 1 
return unto che Lord, when invited by 
live, and moved by the Holy Ghoſt to be reconciled 
to God, it is not ſo morally fea in ſin, averſe to 


grace to 


all 'goodrieſs, or an enemy to all righteouſneſs, but 
It may ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt may give it 
Ife; the man og then throug h grace mortify the 
deeds of che bock u Gb that power and 


ſtrength, as not to 2 fin to reign in his mortal 


body, "or to Fee with Him 5 fulfil the luſts 
"thereof. ' 


"The man a cherefdre, hat we his nav be was 


<WHthor Chfig, and Without Gal in the world, in 
a moral ſenſe, dead to all goodneſs, and ayerſe to 


"reformation, is, upon a adus conſideration of the 
Goſpel, quicken' d, reviw'd, br 


ought to life by the 
"gtace ebf God, and engag'd againſt all fi whatſo- 
ever; in mak 


ing this change and alteration, God 

is faid to quicken by his grace, to renew or revive 
the true ufe 6. Jede in the mind or underſtand- 
ing, to Arengthen the inward man, and to recover 


4 5 8 55 ine do of ey dern; aud che man thus 
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4 Mw of the e pi it E life — 5 him Ker from 
the law of ſin and death. 


In this ſenſe,” a man that is dead in fin i is not ne- 


| ceſſi tated to remain dead, but under the Geſpel 


may help himſelf, may, by attention, be reſtor'd 
"t0' the true uſe f his reaſon; and may, through 


grace, "walk after the ſpirit, aebedng o the di- 
1 "te tions of the | Goſpel, and not after the fleſh, for 


he is under the quickning power of God, is called 


| * to ariſe from the dead, * tha Chriſt my Jive 


” 
* — 5 — * 
, — 


ES 
15 4 may attend, may obey, and Fours this own 
in 

| "rp by dead in treſpaſſes and fins, we underſtand 
natural men dead in law, or. in a, condemned fate, 

and to be dealt with as dead 1 in fin, till 1 547 repent 

and recover the favour of God through. Chriſt, - 

they muſt be judged to be men of reaſon, capable 

of 3 2 me Age from . 8 [4 e tan 


peut and — — FE ONE 
eyer., tor the meſſage which 12 OY 1225 its 
father revives them, offers them pars IF frees them 
1955 Sante ee and through the aſſiſtance ef 
his Uh ſpirit, reſtores. them to faygur, and qualifies 
them 191 everlaſting life. The malefactor that is 
dead in law, condemne and has the Sentence. of 
| death upon him, may be reſtor d ta life by an act of 
grace, or by the favour of the » Prince's, and the 
finner that ſtands convicted and con by the 
ar; of. God, may be quiekend and reſtor'd: by 
dhe law. of x grace, though he had loſt his title to 
bappipes, and in himſelf, was uncapable to re- 
| AE = ths. though he had diſabled himſelf by his own 
Jane e and cou d aner by any act of his re- 
f to, 455 divine favour; yet, under the 
8 Es 125 MN Goſpel, the inyitation and aſliftance:of 
Slack, his own attention T conſent, he :s by 
1 ram 
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Ram Sls: dead and. condemn'd ſtate, entitled once 


more to happineſs, put upon his good behaviour 


for it, and quicken'd to work out His falyation,” and 


TELE FEAR. 


to ſecure his eternal happineſs. 
If in either ſenſe we are dead in ſin, morally 


dead, and habituated i in fin,” or dead in , and 


expos d to die for it, we have no reaſon to deſpair; 


for we are men ſtil', and can diſcern good from 
evil, can attend 1 to the word of God, and chuſe and 


act through grace for our own ſafety and peace. 


Our religion. preſuppoſes that we are rational, 


and capable of confidering the arguments it offers, 
and © being convinc'd by them, and reſolving to 


live pot die through, the divine aſſiſt ance in the 


| faith of Jeſus; ank as it propoſes our pardon upon 


racious terms, and removes what may hinder us 


in accepting it, leaving it wholly in our own power 


to comply, or refuſe ; We are not fo void of under- 


ſtanding or ftrength, but we may ariſe from the 
dead and be reſtor d by Chriſt to the glorious liberty 
of the ſons of God. 


6, Who is it that is dead? The but the ſinner, 


00 * who has no intereſt in him, who ſays, I am the 


« day, the truth, and the life, whoſe works are 


dead works, who has not as yet repented of dead 


w "a 


| yours, e 
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For as are bis eee created in C Gr Jeſus 


undo good 7 e G bath before ordained 
that ae wats in Hen. . * ap 2. V. 10. 


T. may be "OILY pleaded, that when we are 
dead, we want a divine power to bring us to 
SY which may create in us wo hearts, and re- 


EE. : rht Mirits within us; for 2c not our own, 
ot 


l 

or at our own diſpoſal, but his . workmanſhip, 
created unto good works, which were ordain'd for 
us to walk in them. For de ar bir workmanſhip, 
created in Chriſt Fejus to go works,” which God | 
bath before: a ee that we » ſhould walk in them.) 

'Tothis. I ſhall rep! y, that we muſt'offer vicknce 
to our own reaſon, if we take the word create in its 
uſual and proper meaning, as 1 implies the produ- 
cing of ſomething out of not ing,” or to give a 
new bein to that which had none before; for the 
man that has a clean heart created in Him, had an 
heart before, 'though it was unclean; and we 
chriſtians that are created in Chriſt Jeſus to good 
works, were rational men, before. we were chang d 
from worſe to better: So that whatever create may 
ſignify in this caſe, it cannot be taken in its proper 
ſignification, but muſt be underſtood according to 
the nature of that n and quality that was not 
in us before, but was then produc'd and brought 
into being by divine aſſiſtance; thus when we "pray 
that God wou'd create a clean heart, and renew a 
right ſpirit within us, we beg that he wou'd forgive 
us our ſins, and help us to | purify ourſelves from 
all filthinefs of fleſh and ſpirit; that he wou'd 
renew the vigour of our minds, that we may at- 
tend unto his word without prejudice, free our 
wills from all impediments, that we may chuſe that 
which is moſt excellent, and giye us ſtrength to 
walk in newneſs of life. 

If we conſider that upon cur becoming chriſtian, 
we were taken from our natural ſinful ſtate, into a 
tate of grace, pardon'd upon condition, called 
upon to reform, and ſtrengthen'd to perform thoſe 
good wortks, which chriſtians are ordain'd to do: 
we may know, that this muſt bs the meaning of 
being created unta good works; for by forſaking 
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of fin, and leading a new life, there are new di- 
poſitions and qualifications, as it were, created in 
us; we become thereby new men and new creatures; 

and are, as it were, new framed and faſhion'd by a 
divine power; and that we may know that we are 
not wholly paffive (as meer matter is) under the 
creating power, we are commanded, whit this al- 
teration is forming upon us, to make a new heart 


and a new ſpirit within us, or to perform our part 
as men, in the reformation of ourſelves, as God 
affords us his grace, and does his part by the con- 
currence of his word and ſpirit. 


In our natural ſtate, the old man is ere d by 
Aeveitful luſts, and we want ſome better help cha 
our own to free us from the contagion ;' this help 
offer d and given to us under the Goſpel ; ; or 


gh the direction and aſſiſtance it affords, we 


are calFd-upon to do our part in purifying ourſelves, 


and may put off the old man, renew the ſpirit of 
our minds; and by degrees put on the new man, 
which is created in [righteouſneſs and holineſs, and 
| behave ourſelves as chriſtians. _ 

This creating power of God's ſpirit, in this caſe, 


does not produce this newneſs of temper and life in 


an inſtant, or ſet afide our conſent and endeavours 


as uſeleſs; but proceeds gradually, according as 
our minds are convinc'd, or our endeavours” are 
employ d in righteouſneſs, and we are chang'd for 
the better, when we ſtrive by watchfulneſs and care 
to correct our vicious tempers; we are under God's 


forming and faſhioning power, which is greater or 
leſs, as we are induſtrious or remiſss. 
It i 18 manifeſt then, that we may not underftand 


the word, create in its proper and common ac 


ceptance, but as it denotes the caacurrence of Ge 
alfitauce, b N Wehe we are eee to o party's our 
5 53 - hearts, 


— 


kearts, to break off evil habits, to change our be- 
haviour, and to become new men: when we are 
thus obedient to the word of his grace, and faithful 
to his Goſpel, we become part of his new creation; 
as he aſſiſts us, he takes away the heart of ſtone, 
and gives us an heart of fleſh; and as we yield to 
his grace, concur with him, and grow better, we 
cleanſe ourſelves. If all the change ſhould be at- 
tributed to grace, it could not be our duty to pro- 
mote it; and if we challenge the work to ourſelves, 
we rob him of the honour of his affiſtance: he 
employs his power, as we are a willing people, _ 
we concur with his grace, becauſe without him w 
can do nothing. 
„The word creation, is always: applied to FEY 
great undertakings in good works, whieh we have 
« already done or are about to do. -We are 
created, not that we were not in being before, 


but created for good works for creation Bere 
« denotes a renovation. Hieron. 
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** — et. A. * * 1 * 1 r iſ — * 
— — 


_. % 


That which is born of the #, is eb, 2 that 
which is bern of the ſpirit, is ſpirit. Marvel not 
that I ſaid unto thee, ye muſt be born again. The 


wind bleweth where it liſteth, and thou hearzſt* the 
ſcund thereof, but caſt not tell henc? it cometh, 
and hither it geeth , ſo is every one that is born of 
the ſpirit, 8 John 3. V. 6, 77 8. 


A Man of a pious diſpoſition may be uneaſy, 
when he reads the conference, our Saviour 
had with Nicodemus; for if the ſpirit beſtows the new- 
birth where it liſeth, by its own arbitrary opera- 
tion, as the wind blows at random, without his 
| knowledge « -or concurrence, he may labour in vain 


to 


— 


— * * 
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to ſave himſelf. That which is born of the fleſs, 16 
fleſh, and that which is born of the ſpirit, is ſpirit. 
Marvel not that 1 ſaid unto thee, ye muſt be born 
again. The wind bloweth were it lifteth, and thou 
heareſt the ſound thereof, but can e not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth , jo is every one e that * 
Born of the ſpirit. 

To remove this doubt, we md conſider that 
Nicodemus knew not what it was to be born again, 
and that our Lord tells him, he was ignorar: t of 
more common events; for as frequent as the wind 
was, he cou'd not tell from whence it comes, or 
-whither it goes; that he was juſt fo ignorant of the 
birth of the ſpirit ; it was as much hidden from 
his eyes, and conceal'd from his knowledge, as the 
motion of the wind; and if he was fo much un- 
- acquainted with ordinary earthly occurrences, how 
Was it likely that he wou'd believe, when he told 
him of things more ſublime, heavenly, and out of 
the, way of human thought? 

* This explication admitted, how does it follow 
that the new-birth,' by the affiſtance of the ſpint, 
is as fortuitous as the motion of the wind? or how 
can it confiſt, that becauſe the wind ſeems to us to 
ive at random; 'aftef the ſame marner theiſpirit 
renews whom it Iteth in an arbitrary manntr, and 
paſſes* by Rom it will? Whereas the Text only 
Hows, that'the birth of the fpyit was cas mich be- 
Jeu Nicedemus 5 Underſtanding, "ns: ther 2gammon 
"Tho ors and turnings of the wind, ani mhre aſſo. 

But ſappoſing this" explication tg:berimperfiat, 

1 1175 le may be reniowÞby: confidering that che 
1 r tie Goſpel: does not move in an arbi- 
ty ber „ir i the ſpitit of truth goadneſs, 

b 'Snd Sohredenibfe,ard p roceeds in this caſe 

according * revelations: giving the newebitth 
to 


wi ., = 
to thoſe that ſincerely come up to the terms of the 
Goſpel ; for, ſince the covenant of grace was made 


in the blood of Jeſus, it is promis d to thoſe that 


believe and pray for it, and attends the preaching of 


the word, knocks for admittance and entertain- 
ment in the heart; and is willing to convince, re- 


form, regenerate and renew all that are preſented to 


its aſſiſtance, at baptiſm and is ſo ready, forward and 
inclin'd to aſſiſt us in our way to ſalvation, that it is 
every chriſtian's fault, if he is not ſtrengthen'd by 
it for duty, and enabled to work out his ſalvation; 
at his baptiſm he receiv'd a meaſure of it to profit 
withal, and a promiſe of more upon his faithful 
improvement of what he then receivd; and if he 
is forſaken at any time by it, it muſt be through 
his own neglect or preſumption, by which he grieves 
or quenches the operations of it. 
It cannot therefore be ſuppos'd, without lefſen- 
ing the covenant of grace, that the ſpirit, vifits ſome 
chriſtians, and paſſes by others, as a wandering 


wind, blowing where it liſteth, ſometimes Eg 


holy thoughts, deſires and intentions in ſome, an 


| ſometimes: paſſing over others, and leaving them to 


their oum vain hearts and inelinations; for it is 
prepar'd to carry on the work of grace in all 


the diſpoſition of the heart is prepar d to be its ha- 


bitation, and there is invitation made, and en- 


— ror. this ö ; ſon, of the wind... and 
the ſpirit may have been over-ſtrain d and, miſap- 
ply'd, it may be defended in the moſt literal ſenſe, 
without bringing any diſhonour upon the ſpirit. 
God: for the wind bloweth where. it liſpeth, or no 


eee we know ma e ARNE 
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1 geeth, he. bringeth it out of his treaſures, and 
cauſes it to fulfill his word; ſo is every. one that is 
am of the ſpirit, after the ſame manner no man 
nows whence the ſpirit comes, or whither it goes, 
t Gad, whoſe ſpirit it is, and who has promis'd 
it to thoſe that I for it, who ſends. it to work 
en the din of men by his word, dixects all the 

Irations of it, appoints them to facceed, foreſces 
. they will be rejected, and knows where it 
will dwell; the chriftian hears the found of it at the 
door. of his heart, feels the. powers of it upon his 

faul, finds himſelf under operations. of it, and 
knows not from whence it comes, and cannot te 

| „but xejoices in the ente n 


a8 God orders the motions of the 
Mo Nad ffords che aſſiſtances of his. ſpirit ; it 
- 705 lk tht the. 1 —— acts arbitrarily, and 
r ans, or hreaths upon the ſoul. in 
has. raſhes manner, but according to God's own 
tonne abs al} that are in the covenant of 
grace, till 2 * themſelves unfit for its. afſiſt- 
W 8 "RIO no. pious: man has any 
cauſe ta taube himſelf; for the wind was mentionꝰd 
For no 3 3c; end, but to ſhew, the hidden production 
| of - 13 the manner of "which cannot be 
rn d, or the: change itſelf cannot be diſcover d; 

FS as.it is produc'd betwixt the {ſpirit and the ſoul, 
K.1s "hin, ſecret, retix'd, and ng other is ac- 
ua it, but the man himſelf, who. finds 
Bie nor an more aſſiſted, as he goes forward 
living, ar leſs. angilcls, 3-he grows meg 
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„We grieve the ſpirit of God, chen we fin 3 


but when we live juſtly and holily, we Prepare 3 


reſt for it in us. Origen 
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No man tan ch" 15 me, except the Fl ber 4b < 
_ bath ſent me, draw him. ohn 6. v. 44. 
O ME appear poſitive, that they are drawn, 
haled, and forc'd along by the father to the ſon, 
as if they were drag'd again their on wills to be- 
come chriſtian. M may can come io me except the 
father, which hath ſent me, draw him. 1 
But as mueh ſtreſs as is laid upon the father” 8 
drawing by the ignorant, we may not think that fte 


uſes any violence to bring us to his fon ; for he has | 


made us men; and when he draws us, he draws us 

in a rational way, or in a perſwaſide manner, ſo > 
he may convince our reaſon, and gain the conſent 
of our wills, by the brightneſs of his truth, and 
the excellency of his love, as he drew the Jews be- 
fore the incarnation of his fon, by the tords of a 
min, by inſtructiom from the law, and teachings of 
his prophets, the ſolemnity of His temple-fervice, 
and his wonderful protection; for this method ha 
no Violence n it, and Vet ifdrew men is 
God. & * | Ln AOL Aft: IOB 
Our Saviour bimſeaf xpla ns Hi hs ra 

by teaching 3 f ing, it i wien, 
1 of © 25 — 50 one that hab 9275 2 5 


{earned of thefather-cometh'to ne; *and"as he br imſelf i 


came from the father, and deliver'd his” father's 
words to the Peop ple, ths farher" was dahin theth 


— 


to his ſon: when his for Tpakte in dis flame, act 


44 a — Oe 


when he wrought miracles, and di 


wer by his ſon; and every one to this day. Y, that. 


Attends to the meſſage which he brought from the 
K 2 father, 
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father, to the arguments and motives, which were 
then offer'd by the father for the convidtion of the 
Fews, are ſtill taught of God, and drawn by him 
to believe in his fon. „ 

If we conſult the prophet, whoſe words our 
Saviour cites in this place, we may obſerve how he 
foretells what ſhou'd happen in our Saviour's days, 
and how the father wau'd draw men to his ſors; 
¶(Jaiab 54. 13.) And all thy children hall be taught 
'of. the Lord, and great ſball be the peace of thy 
children. When were they ſo particularly taught of 
God ? when God manifeſted in the fleſh inſtructed 
them z and if taught then,. drawn or perſwaded to 
come unto him; eſpecially, conſidering what he him- 
ſelf declares, that he ſeeth him,  ſeeth the father al- 
ſo; for then every one that heard him ſpeak, 
heard the father ſpeaking by him, and every one 
that was taught by him, was taught by the father alſo. 
According to the explication, which aur Lord 
puts upon the Text, drawing is no other than a 
rational perſwaſion, ſuch as is perform'd by teaching 

and hearing, by good arguments and proper 

-motives, and has no ſuch irreſiſtible force, or un- 
 controulable power attending it, which neceſſi- 
tates the man to come to Jeſus, as if he was drag'd 
againſt his will or inclination ; but is agreeable to 
our faculties, and conſiſtent with the means, by 


which it is perfarm'd, which raiſes conſideration, 


perſwades, convinces, prevails and leads the man 
with his own conſent to the Lord; for reaſon, 
aſſiſted by grace to weigh good arguments, may 
lead the man ta truth, and gently draw and per- 
ſwade him to believe the Goſpel, and to become 

chriſtian. Shoes HT | one 


He, in a manner, lays, violent hands upon 


cus, that he may draw us to ſalvat ion. Wou'd 
7 —- "WF" = 1 4 g TC — 7 Z of 1 5 
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4 you know how he draws thoſe forward that de- 


&. lay ?——he wou'd not allow him, who defir'd 


* to go and bury his father, ſo much as time to 
« do it, but ſays to him, /uffer the dead to bury the 
« dead, but follow thou me. And elſewhere he ſays, 
« No man putting bis hand: to the plough, and Iok- 
ing back, ts om fer the Ew om of God.” CO 


>= 


* 
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a, that ohe * Rr giveth me ball come to me, and 
bim that cometh to me, 1 will in no wiſe caſt out. 


John 6. v. 37. 


A Ceording to Flat 9 of gas, they * 
to be given by the father to the ſon, when 


drawn into his preſence, and that they ſhall of 


neceſſity come to him, becauſe given. All that the 
father giveth me ſhall come to me, and him that cometh 
to me, I wwill in no wiſe caſt out. 0 1 
We may underſtand this text much better; word 
we conſider that the father govern'd men by his 
promiſes to the Patriarchs, by the law and the 
prophets afterwards, and prepar'd- them to expect 
and to entertain his ſon ;- and all ſuch as he thus 
train'd up, and difciplin'd beforehand on purpoſe 


to entertain him, he gives unto him: thus the 


Jews upon his incarnation were particularly given 
to him, to be inſtructed and directed in the way to 
life; for he was ſent to the loſt ſneep of tlie houſe 
of Iſrael, and upon his preaching, the father gave 
him the honeſt, ſincere and harmleſs among them 
to be his d ſciples, ſuch as he had prepar'd by the 
law and prophets for his entertainment, and ſuch 
as he foreſaw, wou'd cloſe with his doctrine, and 
obey his Goſpel: after his reſurrection and aſcenſion, 
according to his Father” s promiſe, he gave him the 
12 \ heathen 
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heathen to be his inheritance, . and the utmoſt part 
of the earth for his poſſeſſion, that he might teach 
all mankind by his evangeliſts, and 3 
them for his kingdom. 

The general gift of Jews 1 Gemiles to the ſon, 
acquainted them with the means of grace, left them 
to conſideration, and at perfect liberty to comply 
with the gracious propoſal, or to reject it, as they 
thought fit, for their advantage, or otherwiſe: but 
as it was likely, that among ſuch vaſt. multitudes, 
that heard the Goſpel; ſome or other of the upright 
and plain-hearted among them wou'd attend unto 
it, as the grace of God wrought upon their hearts, 
1 thoſe were particularly given by the father to the 
fon, to be train d up by him for eternal life, 

This our Saviour explains, when he tells his fol- 
lowers, that there were ſome of them that believed 
not, they were given to him by his father in general 
to be inſtructed by him; but ſome wou'd not come 
unto him, that they might have life; and ſome 
that did come had Sor deſigns and aims than to 
2 God; and therefore this eng in n an 

But ſuch as ne to his wed laid them 2 
heart, and believed on him, were particularly 
given to him by his father, and to them it was given 

to know the myſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
All that the father gives to the ſon in particular, he 

ives with their own conſent, being firſt inſtructed 
* the myſteries of the. Goſpel, and convinc'd by 
the mend that attended it, that Jeſus. is the 


Chrift, gives all mankind to him in general to 
. and taught, to be diſc Rind and 
train'd up in his ſervice, to be purified — ſancti- 
fied by his grace and ſpirit, for his uſe; and when 
eme them anſwer his n and believing: 


in 


1 

in bn remain faithful, he gives to his fon for 
cet 

But the text fays; that al that are given malt 
come, and ſuch as come he will not caſt out; where- 
as this explication only proves that they may eome, 
if they will; and when come, may caft themſelves 
out, or remain faithful. 


To this may be replied, that when the father 


gave him the Jes and Heathen for his inheritance, 


they did not all come unto him; and many of them, 


after they were come, drew back, and walked no 
more with him : he tell the Jews, juſt before he 


fpake theſe words of the text (v. 36 ) ye alſo baus 


ſeen me and believed not; and yet, in general, th 

were given by the father, to be inſtructed by kim: : 
we muſt therefore diſtinguiſh between the general 
gift, by which Jews and Gentiles are given by the 
father to the ſon to be inſtructed by him, and that 
particular gift, by which thoſe that were prepar'd 
before by Moſes and the prophets to receive him, 


were given him; by the firſt gift men may come, if 


they wilt, or are Jeft at liberty to refuſe: by the 
fecond gift t, thoſe that believed Moſes mJ the 


prophets, and were thereby prepar'd by rhe father 


to receive him, wou'd believe, and become his 
diſciples : and this fully explains that other text 
(v. 65.) Therefore ſaid I unto you, that no man cas 
come unto me, except it were given unts him of my 
father; 1. e. No man can come unto me, except 


prepar'd by my father's inſtructions contained in the 


law and the prophets to receive the truth, and to 
believe in me, except he has the good ground, and 
an honeſt heart, and is fincerely diſpos d to ſubmit 
to the truth, where ever he meets with it. 

If then we explain the text thus, all that the 


5 father prepares by his- eee fer me, and 


gives 


i 
; 
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gives me, will come unto me, as diſpos'd and 
repar'd beforehand to receive my doctrine, and to 
elieve in me; and him that cometh to me I will in 
no wiſe caſt out; but if they go back and caſt them- 
ſelves out, it is their own choice that turns them 
away, and the blame muſt lie upon themſelves ; for 
when ſome of his diſciples were offended at his 
words, and went back, he ſaid unto the twelve, 
will ye alſo. go away? taking it for granted, that 
they were at liberty to do what they pleaſed, to ſtay 
with aim, or to go away. 0 15 
Me need not then trouble ourſelves about the 
fancy, whether we are given by the father to the 
ſon or not; for as we are already given to him in 
general to be his diſciples, it is left to our diligence 
and care to prepare ourſelves to be given to him in 
particular. We are to act as he directs, to live as 
he commands, to continue ſtedfaſt in his doctrine 
and ſervice to the end; and then, according 
to the gift of the father, by which we were 
deliver'd to him, to be train'd up for eternity, we 
ſhall be his for ever: but if after the father has 
ziven us to the ſon, to be inſtructed and prepar d 
bo his eternal kingdom, we refuſe to be diſciplin d 

and govern'd by his word and grace, he may loſe 
us, after we are given and committed to his manage- 
ment, as he did Judas the ſon of perdition, and we 
may not be, in the leaſt, the more ſafe, becauſe we 
were given in general by the father; we muſt work 
out our own ſalvation, though we are given by the 
father to be prepar'd by his ſon's Goſpel, for him- 
ſelf. The child that is given by his father to be 
form'd and faſhion'd according to the rules of his 
ſchool, muſt apply his own thoughts and care, to 
apply and purſue the inſtructions of his mafter, and 
| to bring them into practice; and as we are given by 
our 


I 
dur father to his ſon to be improv'd by his Goſpel, 
that we may be ſet in order for eternal life, we muſt 
do our part, join our endeavours, aud with all di- 
ligence do our beſt to make our calling and election 
fure; for we are but under diſcipline and tryal; 
whether we ſhall be judged worthy to enter into 
life or not: when we were firſt given to Chril to 
be train'd up by him, we were in no proper con- 
dition to live with him for ever; but we wers 
given that we might be chang'd and alter'd by his 
word and grace, waſh'd and purify'd, and put into 
a diſpoſition and capacity to hive with him for ever n 
and this is not to be done but with our own Iincere con- 
currence and honeſt endeavours to pleaſe God. in 
Chriſt Jeſus, according to the terms of the Goſpel. 
«© But perhaps one will plead, if every one whom 
<« the father giveth, cometh to him, and vhomſo- 
< ever he ſhall draw, and no man come unto him, 
“ unleſs it be given from above, thoſe can be taxed 
« with no crime, whom the father does not give: 
ce theſe are frivolous words, and meer pretencez 

1 111 „„ = IF . 
« for there is need of our owt choice, for tis left 
to our choice to be taught and to believe.” 
Cbrxſoſt. W oo COR 
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Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclegn? vd 
ne. lo vices 
A Ccording to the ſentiments of ſome, who any 
7X unclean and impure, they judge italtogether 
impaſ . lible to grow better, believing it to be bey | duch G 
their own, or any other's power, to 'bring-a-cleane 
ting out of an unclean; for they ate by den- 
fefſiom-Unclean by natüre utid practices and Wh 
en male them otherailef k 14 not power 
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of man to do it, and it is in vain to endeavour it. 
Mbo can bring a tlean thing out of an unclean? not one. 
If” by! this We, will underſtand the natural condition of 

man, as 'produc'd by finful parents, it may be con- 
feſs d: "that we were conceiv d in ſin, and ſhapen in 
iniquity,” and that the children of the beſt men are 
born in fin.” To" 
97 Bur if by it ſome will e that an . . 
Utah Heart cannot be made. clean, nothing can be 


| more falſe; for then it will follow, that no man 


tan be cleanfed from all filthineſs of fleſh. and. ſpirit, 

Ind as we are all unclean by nature, and by our own 
preſumption, ſome more unclean, than others, ac- 
cording to this fancy we muſt, remain fo forever, 


and the blood of Jeſus cannot cleanſe us from all 
= 1 T hob 5 therefo ore not one of us in | his own 


r 


2 ian TER as He 908 as any in our 5 5 tan 


and yet upon their repentance, and b 


ief.+ in 


Teſt, they were walh'd, cleans” d and ſanctity” for 


s ſervice. In the Thraelites, | in T/aiab's time, fro: 


the foal of. the foot there was no ſoundnefs, br 
wounds and bruiſes and putrified ſores; and vet 
" they: might" WACKY and cleanfe themfelves, might 


(eaſe o d evil, and learn to do well; and {6 may 


Kölß that frighten themſelves ſo much with the yn- 
—_— of 'their'own hearts, you'd*they, attend to 


te Word; vorbp ply. With the means 6 of grace, and 


e nee, 4 Virtus ch us lite; "for, it muſt not 


| bt t. reel God th 0 Chriſt "wou'd command 
| to 6 that, which 1 18 out of their. power. to do; 5 
15 as muchas: to pretend, that under the opera- 
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tions of the divine ſpirit they cannot repent, reform, 
forſake their fins,” and become better men; for to 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean, in a moral 
ſenſe, is the ſame as to reform, and to become nevw 
men; and if this cannot be done, they mi ght as 
well ſay, that they cannot prevent their finning, o 
reform their life, which is quite contrary to all thof 
invitations to repentance. that are mention'd in 
ſeripture; for every call, of that nature, ſuppoſes 
that ſinners may hear, think of their evil ways, and 
turn, their feet to the paths of righteouſneſs._ th 
We are commanded to cleanſe ourſelves, to be 


holy and 3 rebuke, to be. blaniels s anti 


n =. 


the delt we can to ur oofelyes 1 r 1 in 
our own ſtrength we cannot produce this happy 
change, or alteration, in our hearts and lives; yet, 
through God's help, we may, and with his blefling 

n our endeavours, watchfulneſs, care and in- 
duſtry, ſhall be able to keep ourſelves from our 
oven ini uity, and to perfect holineſs in the fear of 
God. We are inform'd that if we confels gur fins, 
he is faithful and * to forgive us our fins, and to 
cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs, that as many 
as. receive Jeſus, to them he gives power to become 
the ſons of God, which are born not of blood, nor 
of the will of the ſteſn, nor of the will of man, but 
of God; that his grace is fufficient, and tliat St. 
Paul -eould do all things througn Cre that 
ſtrengthen'd him ; and ſo may we, RIES WE be 
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* incere and induſtrious.” 118 4 
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But after all, theſe words may be taken in 2 
literal ſenſe, for there is a phyſical uncleanneſs, as 
well as a moral, as when a man has the leproſy, is 
; f ſores, or running ulcers, ſcabs or bo = 
which repreſent him as loathſome. and > AGF 
not fit to be look d upon, or convers'd with; and 
ſuch a one was 7 ob, at the preſent time, when Elip- 
haz came to fee him, from the foot to the head full 
of boyls he was, and miſerably tortur'd ; and he 
might look upon himſelf as paſt cure, and beyond 
any help from man, and oathonarely cry out, who 
do hs fin a clean thing out of an unclean ? what 
ES can reſtore my body to its 1 N or 


- 
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| — 1 > and 1 it be ſo e it 18 a great miſtake to 
apply it to other bung however, let it be in- 
texpreted literally or morally, it does not prove it 
impoſſible for a ſinner-/to. c 4 avs PR: 
God's aſſiſtance, or to reform his life. - . 
The banner muſt eraſe and caſt away every hw 
25 that he: wou'd have purify d, in his 8 
though . word or deed, nor may he fuffer any 
e Amd in him. eee „ 
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t then may a, du. good that are arcuſtumu] 
4 do eil. OATH 24110. 1 210 n Jer. 23. . 29. 
In refotmation-of a bad life is counted by 
+ $-/:fome;: as impoſſible as to-correct- the im- 


Ir lions of nature, 0 change K 0 


— 


on 


E 
the ſkin of a creature; and cite theſe words to con- 
firm their opinion. Can the Ethiopian change bis 
ſkin, or the Leopard his ſpots ?- then may ye alſo do 
good that are accuſtom'd to do evil, _ | . 54 
But as difficult as it may be to remove natural 
ſignatures, or to change the ſkin of a Black- moor; 
there is no impoſſibility in reforming him that is ac- 


cuſtom'd to do evil, nor is there any neceſſity to 


ſtrain the ſimi itude ſo far; for any compariſon 
taken from natural things, and apply'd to moral 
actions, can agree or conſiſt no farther, than 
morality will bear; and as the prophet brings this 
to ſhew. the great difficulty in reforming evil 
cuſtoms, it may not be alledg'd, to ſhew the im- 
poſſibility of the recovery of habitual ſinners: and 
therefore though it is impoſſible for the Ethiopian 
to change his ſkin, or the Leopard his fpots, it is 
not impoſſible for a man accuſtom'd to do evil, to 
learn to do well, to come to a better mind, and to 
accuſtom himſelf to virtuous actions: it may be 
very hard, difficult, and next to an be ts 6am 
whilſt | ke gives way te his corrupt inclnations, 
delights in his ſins, and confirms his habit by re- 
peated acts; but if he will conſider, reſolve to 
ſtem the current of his temper, and actually op- 
Poſe ſuch deſires as ariſe from evil habits; he ray 

reform and change gu og! + 
This has been oftentimes verify d by practiee and 
inſtances may be given to prove it true in fact; and 
the tem- 


though ſome cuſfoms are more twifted into ti 
been corrected und rectify d among: chriſtians, it 


to reform » themſelves: = Ihe words ꝓreſuppo 


manifeſt difference between tone: that is ancuſto d 
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cannot be impoſſible for others habituated to evil, 


| i #2 }} 

-now-accuſtom'd, | was once not accuſtom'd; for 
cuſtom ariſes, and is contracted by rep eated acts; 
and if he was once not accuſtom'd, 94 was in Ws 
Power to keep himſelf from his own iniquity, and 
to ahſtain from [thoſe acts which contracted the 
cuſtom; and by the fame method that he habituated 
himſelf, trodden back again, he may withdraw 
from his ſin, break off his cuſtom, and recover his 
liberty to pleaſe God in Chriſt. 

The prophet himfelf demonſtrates this; Br 52 
tells tae Jerus (v. 22, 23.) that for the greatneſs of 
their; iniquity they were puniſhed, and becauſe they 
wou' d not be made clean; fo that it was as poſſible 
for them to be made clean, as for any other people; 
.and :God corrected and puniſh'd them that they 
might reform; but they refus'd to hearken, and 
choſe. to continue in their fins ; and by their per- 
verſeneſs ſeem d to be as unchangeable as the ſkin of 
a Black, or the ſpots of a Leopard; and becauſe 
they were ſo reſolute in their vices, God ſays in the 
next verſe (v. 24.) Therefore will I ſcatter them as the 
ſtubble that paſſeth away by the wind of the wilder- 
neſs; I will punifo — for” their obſtinacy, which 
might have been removed; for he is juſt and does 
not puniſh for that, which was ever impoſſible to be 
avoided, or which a man cou'd never prevent; but 
if by their own choice they bring evil cuſtoms upon 
een en and will take no care nor pains to 
break them off, he Puniffi them, as ny” have 
deſerved. ' 

_ Cuſtom is een nature, und midi habits, 
next to natural ſpots, and blemiſhes ariſing from 
the blood; and whilft men are in full purſuit to 

gratify and ſtrengthen ſuch habits, they may put it 
as out of their * for the preſent to reform 


themſelves; but when they are at leiſure; 2 | 
"Ye an 


1 23 


able to conſider, they wou'd. refolve to do other- 
wiſe, through grace they-migh#;"for a cuſtorn"con-" 
trated by choice, may be broken off by'choice; 
It wou'd. ſeem unreaſonable to calk upon men to 
hear, to give ear, to hearken to the Lord te re- 
ceive inſtruction, to give glory to: God, to lay aſide 
pride, and to be humble before the Lord, for he 
hath ſpoken, as the prophet calls upon theſe; ers 
Gan that were thus accuſtom'd todo. evils; 
ff it was impoſſible for them to do good, as for the 
Black-moor to waſh himſelf white: as then the 
prophet put no ſuch meaning upon-his-own-words, 
but thought the Jeus recoverable, notwithſtanding: 
this compariſon, we may not interpret them con- 
trary to his own intention, or pretend that becauſe 
the Black- moot cannot change his ſkin,- zor the 
Leopard, his ſpots, that therefore it is impoſſible | 
95 thoſe men * een whom he exhorts to re- 
Orm. Ant ttt; VCC 
As then Chain: was no reaſon for the eu. to dif: 
courage themſelves from this text, from return 
to the Lord: chere can be no cauſt ſor chriſtians, ict: 
our days, to think it impoſſible for chem to tepent, 
and amend z for they are unden the powerful opers- 
tions, of the Holy Ghoſt; which, with their con- 
currence, WIiII break Gown: ori euſtoms, anke 
we in heart and life. en et ee 
12. Whatſcever is Jearnads comes not . by- dare : 
« but t ãs gain d by ehoioe and ſtudy, or Gurte 
« + wil ullneſs, which, by the lave of ſin, and 20 
nuch cuſtom in e in 4 manner turn di into 
"nature, 1955 Haren. brig”: 236 >qV; % ft 03 Jars 
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iche, auh can Huber ith; e, der: 45. r. 9. 
DO men are ſtill inelin d to lay the hlame of 
their ſins upon their Creatbr, and alledge that 
their { hearts-are naturally ſo defperately wicked; 
that they hardly itnew themſelves how fur fir lias ar 
intereſt n them till an occaſion, or- temptation 
| offers, and thy cite this text tu prbve theif 
aſſertion· The heart is dereitful above all dbing a and 
deſperately wicked) who can nod ii? wo 
20 But: admit that the heart of man be called de. 
| perately wicked, it was not ſo created; for God 
made man upright, and it is man that hath Found out 
many wicked inventions. FFF 
The- does not, in the- leafs; Intimate; 
that'Gud was concern'd/in producing wiekedneſs in 
it But rather lays it to the charge of man himſelf; 
wio:thinks: to be ſo covert, and ſubtle: in his: fin; 
that God himſelf ſhou'd not find it out; and there- 
fore, after he-had-enquir"d-who. can know it, ufin 
the fame n which the wieked, in thoſe 
days might apply to their own: ſoereey. in — 
he ſays, Ib Lord ſearch: the hear; ye wicked 
men may think to conceal the filth of yout hearts 
from God himſelſ: but be not deceiy'd; I the Lori 
fearch the: heart, I try the! reins, eutn do give every 
wan according; to: bis aways," and according to nbr fruit 
of big doing: there is no concealing a 
heart: from him, for: he: ſearcheth it out, and will 
according to the deſperate wielcedneſs ſound 
en ve d yam 10 » v3 28 selle es ug 
God is' in himſelf; Mentially holy, righteous and 
vand:-you'd-not make the hrart defperately: 
wicked; much def con d he punth it nor that it 


cou not avoid; but when men by their: 
190 = choice 


- l 
choice become wicked, and in the ſecrecy of their 
hearts deſperately wicked, he will correct ſuch diſ- 
dbedience, and unleſs it is remoy'd, will puniſh it 
ſeverely. , . | 
If this had been the character of every heart, as 
it came from the creating power, there wou'd be 
found none but what are deſperately wicked, which 
we know to be falſe, by the temper of our own 
Nearts ; for there are many among us of that vir- 
tuous temper, that they hate wickedneſs, and ab- 
hor thoſe that are „ in it; if then this is 
only the diſpoſition of the hearts of ſome men of 
the [raclites in Feremiab's days, who truſted in man, 
and made fleſh theif arni, and departed from the 
Lord; then their deſperate wickedneſs can be but 
the reſult of their own choice, the effect of their 

evil determinations, and the conſequence of. thoſe 
| habits in fin which they had voluntarily contracted, 
and reſolutely continued in, and maintain'd, in de- 
- fiance to the prophets, and God kimſelf, © 
We may have obſerv d, that thoſe that are grown 
deſperately wicked, were not ſo from their infancy, 
but have gone from one degree of wickedneſs to 
another, till they became boſder and bolder in fin, 
had caſt off all Rar of God, and prown impudent 
in vice, and ready for any wicked undertaking; 
- When ſuch as theſe join ſubtilty to their ſins, they 
may think to conceal their worſt part from the 
knowledge of the world, and may be fo wickedly 
diſpos'd, as not to know what they may venture to 
do, when other opportunities and occaſions offer; 
but as deſperate as they are or may be, they muft 
know their own thoughts, when in purſuit of wick- 
edneſs, and muſt be acquainted with their own re- 
ſolutions and deſigns, when engaged upon ſome 
deſperate action, and _ know the 2 
3 0 


gf their own hearts, and the wickedneſs they coni- 
mit at the fame time; for as they are men, they 
mult be {f-canſcious, 'and muſt underſtand the 
_ deſign,” the contrivance and the execution of their 


r . 

If chen the heart of any man is deſperately 
wicked, it is ſo ine lind, eiter with or againſt the 
conſent ef the will. 3 
If with the conſent of his will, then with his 
n e and choice, and he contracts this 
Mckedneſs by repeated acts of fin, and has brought 
. this pronenels, readmeſs, forwardneſs to be vicious 
_upontumlelf, and his heart is no otherwiſe def- 
f Hauen Wieked, then as he has accuſtomed it by 


Heart" againſt his will (as ſome may pretend) as a 


Aulges and confirms it by his own approbation, or 


| SA Ig it to take the ſole command of himſelf: 
It may be at firſt no other than the ſtruggling of the 
law of our members againſt the Jaw ; oer minds. 
_ which we may reſiſt through grace, oppoſe and con- 
quer; but as it gets the upper hand of the mind, 


| | 
| _ Garing and inſulting, till che heart becomes out of 
CV 

* We may by this time ee w 


. 


| may at little reaſon men in 
| Seneral have to call their hearts deceitful,” and deſ- 
Petately wicked or to diſcourage themſelves from 
| being virtudus upon that account ;" for wou'd they 


keep their hearts, with all diligence, they might turn 
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The heart of man is „ mnt belle | 


2 "that. no other, * can find out what is in it.—It 
II is better to underſtand it ſimply, that ng man can 
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1 is 8 further, 1 5 was 5 72 
im perfect, that it repented his Creator that he 
had made him, his imagination Was: out of frame: 
continually evil, and his act ons wieked, and no 
good was to be expected from him. And God am 
bal the svictednaſt af man was great: ius be, earthy, 
aud that. every. imagination of tht thoughts gf bit 
heart was only\ ewil continually and it ireperted the: 
Lord tha, be had; made man bead: Aud it: 
grieved bim at his beart. 14 i: orgy ite 
Af this is to be-underſtood of, all mens then the 
imagination of Maah Was a8 degenerate as: the reſts; 
where he was à juſt man in his generation, a 

preachar of. righteouſneſs, and one that topk all the. 

5 7 cou'd to reform the hearts and lives of 


B 1. 28 


| Aud God [aw 5 the. « wickedneſ 5 ds eee in : 
he earth, and that every imagination-of the: thoughts. 
of his heart das only evil continually :; and it rex 
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1 81 wiebt! bare been, as zeligious a3 Neab, 

5 hlain ; for they were created. with the ſame 
e Which be had, cou'd uſe their reaſon, andt 

diff pole. _of their own. 2 5 sas he d ene e 

they" taken heed, attended to 90 in ſtruc 

form d upan his 1 nd fery'd 

1 MT. migh it have been as 2 


At 


crept icy | | d.corrupted.; Aon - abt their. 
n n and were gy violent by their 
* Sonſone; they let their fancies looſe; to purſue 

N 8995 luis, to 2 1 5 their 77 vices; and 
repar 2 80 entertais | 


5 5 755 good 
tations to direct PR 1 "tbe. 5 refited all 
that he cou'd offer for « convietion, fruſtrated all the 


„ 


© gracious propoſals, which God fent unto. them by 
Am; and were grown {o ſtubborn in fin, that it c- 
Pented G0; that he had;made fuch a rational. Crea- 
. ture, 7905 0, When he might raiſe himſelf in the di- 
ayour by good actions, and might have flood 
ayen,..abus'd his reaſon, de- 
> ſpoil'd; the divine. work- 


the, be Which periſh: + it 


| beafts 
e 7 Hiep: We 8 e ed faite in his 


Vor! K 


fit | 
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FE 
wolkmanſhip,” anct rodut d that which was * 
perfect, that it cou d tiot anſwer his expeations, or 
that man cou d Jultly lay an an y of His own wickedneſs | 
to his charge; as Unable to 1 the part of a man; 
but it repented him that he had made ſuch a ne : 
Creature to ſo little purpoſe; that he had pot 4 i 
into his power to be as an angel in the fleſh ;. when 
he; chrough his own choice and naar” 12 
baſely y departed” from his ori Is innoceney, 4 
ade hiniſelf unfit to live: It priev'd him, that 
hich excellent endowments: mould 'be 10 profin d. 
that liberty of choice, the nobleſt excellency 
ſhould be ſo baſely proſtituted, and that he he 
look'd for rational returns of piety and Virtue: from. - 
him, he found nothing but wie kedneſs-. RN nr 
As a father may be aid to repent, that he gave 
- his ſon an eſtate, which he ſpends amongſt harlots, 
and in riotous living, whenas he intended, that he 
mould maintain his family with it, und live decent- 
ly upon it; ſo God condeſcends to repreſent hitafelf 
to men a=cording to their capacities and ſentiments, 
And ſays, that t repented him, that he had made 
man, and erte him with thoſe divine faculties, 
which he had thamefully erverted,, contrary” to his 
intention and deſign. Not that 1 it is polible, for it in- 
finite wiſdom, Sodnelſs and ppwer to repetit in 
? reality of any is actions, as we do of ours : 
for repentance in itſelf ſuppaſes weakneſs, miſtake, 
want of foteſight and thought | in him that enter- 
aims it, 'who'thinks thus: 60 correct f his miſtake, or 
to prevent [the confequ 1ences of it; buf S ot 
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miikalte in what he dex! "or difcover a } oped, of ö 
e ee 
inpemble for per to miſtake, e 


gocdneſs to Asse 5 bu God 18 willt 
"Pike — believe, that there bs forme ee 


e 
„ n _ 
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in him Illes to repentance i in men, that they may un 
derftand him: in their own way, and learn Wereby, 
2 he” 1 is ehen leer diff pirasd. with 75 4 


481 fal repents, 155 22 Baſie 575 Peet of 9 5 5 
which anſwers not his firſt. defi ign, or the pains, He 
tobe about it; but breaks it in pieces, a8 nat 
worthy, of his ſkill/and art: ſo God himſelf ; is ſet 
forth; as repenting that he had made man, as not 
anſwering! his creating deſign, or coming up, by; 
his: dn efibice"and care, io £ that excellency he was , 
capable of; and: reſolving to deſtroy him, when 
there was no probability KR of his growing better. 5 
This explication of the Text being receiv'd, 
true, and. agrecable to the! roceedings of God; the. 
wicked” can have no cauf to accuſe the Work⸗ on 
mant of God; or to Galt” the blame of their : 
actions upon him: for he put it into thejr power to 
live like men, and to credit their Creator; ; but if” 
they will indulge their luſts, and perſiſt to miſein- 
ploy his talents intruſted, he will repent that he has 
been 16- kind: to them, or will entertam thoſe. Te; 
ſentments, Which, will find ; A. time $ Puniſh. chem? 
ſeverely.” bo Megan firs. e 
4 Our God i is ot as: 8 man, aud yet 3 is. re. þ 
4 pref nted i in the Goſpe Tvery often as a man, as If. 
; -an . There are many.” 
thi f Him according to the mortal nature 
of man; not fat he is of that” nature, but he 
e cofideſcends to humour it, or, «9 8 ent himſelf, 
like it.“ O¹ 8 . 
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| Fo or a "juſt man 2 168 ſeven times, 20 ſeth ap Kale, 
Preverbs 24. ver. 16. 


E is end as a great truth by too many, "that 
the e themſelves fall and fin ſeven 
times a day; and that it is impoſſible, 1 in this Mate. 
of Wiek dneſs, to ſecure human nature in any to 
lerable Innocency 3 and bring in the wiſe man as 
vouching it for truth. For 4 juſt. man  falleth ſever. 
times, and riſeth up again, Ih 1 A 
Should this plea be admitted in the mt Obyidus 
ſenſe, what advantage can the wicked take from It, 
either to encourage fin, or to excuſe it? for if the. 
juſt ſhould be as yet ſo imperfect i in their ſtate, 48 
to make their (RES as other REN, and to —) 


BER IA 


Ty? 


| tor. or 1 are 595 faults the more nate, may 
hey fin wilfully, becauſe good men are ade. 
overtaken with a fault; or may they glory in their 
abominable deeds, becauſe the pious arc ſometimes, 
ſurpriz d? is there no difference between ſins, of 3 in-. 
firmity, and fins wilful, debberate, and preſum 
tuous? is not the juſt man, if he ſhould fall ſeven n 
times in a day, gate to be pitied, when he bart | 
| laments over his weakneſs loch as he is ſenſible of | 
it, and takes all neceſſary care to prevent his falling 
into it again, than a wilful obſtinate wretch, who 
affects, to be wicked, and chuſes with the prey 
deliberation to diſtinguiſi himſelf by the worſt of 
vices 7" if then I ſhould: allow, that the juſt do fin. 
"often in a day i in this fate of frailty, in which his 
underſtanding ' is weak, his memory indifferent, 
ſurprizes ſudden, company - deceitful, and circun 

. ances of action intricate ; the wicked have no 
reaſon to triumph over him, or to count their own 


condition as good and ſafe as his; but ſhouldrather 


ls 2 ] 

of Aces 3 more naffowly to their 
that they may not fall, or to recover them- 
by repentan: Rs with all f peed, when they are 

fallen, as he does: for wilful "6, are much worſe 
than fins of infirmity and weakneſs. _ | 
But there is no neceſſity to grant, that the falls bf 
the juſt in this Text are fins; nor is it true, that 
becauſe de falls ſeven times in a day, that he fins 
ſeven times in a day. For the wicked are adviſed 
(ver. 15.) not to lay wait againſt the dwellings of the 
righteous, and not to ſpoil his reſting place; not 
0 7 . of what he has, and not to waſte and 
d. for it will: be to little. purpoſe : : 
for if 7 hey d prevail againſt him, and do him 
hief, God 2 take his part againſt 
* and reſtore him to his former ſtate; is they 
ſhould hurt bim in his body, goods, or good name, 
or cauiſe him to fall under their malice ſeven times 
= day, ;by the divine goodneſs and aſſiſtange he 1 
ſetd up W 20 they themſelves ſhould. be re- 
j A. nightcous. retaliation,: ſhould. fall he 
SR and not riſe n, as the juſt man did 
(ver. x6, 17, 18) but. ſinl in their. ſorrows; For 
It does vor become a man to do miſchief to another, 
Ad then to rejoice at it, or to be glad nen he 
erh an an enemy umb nn al; cg the Lord 
ſee i ity, And it difpleaſe him, and he bring upon the 

author his own again. 

4 — According then to the ache che diſcourſe; 
of which this Text is part, the righteous fall very 
vften under the miſer eries, froubles, and mistortunes 
.of this Hiding fate, ſeven times à day, and ate 
_ raiſediapam by the 3 the wicked fall 
Ao into the 80 0 which Pa kad contriv'd-for 


* | d. more thay, they 
WOO Ti ne ak wo. ye 
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Ritt left this 
old be fefsctecd 0 
fins ſeven times A day, When he” Alls 1 jt 
ont Ls muſt 'requelt the 
— thelt on fins'by the falls Ie the Ju HY 
487 alpaHy done; btit Fey uy needs 1 Þ 
heit Sw ſefiſe, and und N 
would ans hs c feous; BY Tl 
again us often 48 they fall, 97 one} Wesel d 
repentunce, and to fin Willy 8 to 5 605 ff F 
is wort hoald Beall them ah 6s 
5 f che falls ef the Jult thou ld bend Aber tlio 
ä bins his ring” againſt muſt be Bis r Behtance, 399 
His recovery from fin; and if fins” commuted © 
furptize/ miſtake,” weakhels, or. forperfulneſs, 8 wil 
not be forgiven without tepentanc Aid Amendment ; 
how much more db volintiry, Opftinate, cultornary, 
repeated victouſhels' — Fumilfaribi > ek 


wt - 5 s fcatcely 
5 ere mal the ung odly-and i DT PPE 1 

wuſe, diligen A Anck glei 15 4 Re 
80 cem bf finding: —Thole what are Holy" Or 


b. cpent of theit fing, feet" HEE 8nd u ail 


tand their falls; and defre 1 dre «Ore 


12: 41% 


2 
8 


— 


— — 


* ef 
A* 26 22; - 203) *o ned 2133 1 


1 5 SD 


fitance,. tha 


— * 105 . 4 
: 1 8 
ae 151 one; as if It was likely for 
N 


SUE 


1 + Atidh, WHISHS: T'efle tug — 
by Sho 2% te 12 ks 15 


2 


nl; 25 L 1 15 re 77 3 


« 9 
ID — D 8 r Py: __ 0 4 3 Fee 8 1 
W 8 IFC > ey >» AS « 8 . rig 
N 5 —_—_ 3 * $ * a 3 n - » 209” = Hr N 
dere rere n rer 7 : . . 1 g & » 


— a e A rer N 22 8 OT = 


. 


— l 2 Rm — : 
rr / e OE ES 


„ 5 
to be better than other men, when they are all gone 
aſtray, and are all become abominable, and not one 

can be found amongſt them that doth good. Every 

One of them is gone back, they are altogether become 
filthy ; there is none that doth good, no not one. 
But I will conſider this Tex, as deliver'd by 
the P/almiſt, and as cited by St. Paul, to find out 
the true meaning of it, that it may not be any more 
miſapply'd by: wicked men. But before I examine 
upon what occaſion David mentions theſe worde, I 
| Yould know, whether he was a good man, or had 
3 good in the world; and if he may be 
excepted, whether thoſe like him, that fear'd God, 
are. not to. be excepted alſo, as good and holy men 
in the ſight of God? And if this be granted, it 
was not then univerſally true, that there were none 
that did good, no not one; for David and many 
others in Varl were good in their generations, 
fought after God, and hy'd as he commanded. 
David then may ſpeak of a ſet of wicked doers, 

who were as corrupt as he repreſents them, a 
parcel of ſenſual fools, that ſaid in their hearts, 
there was no God, and liv'd as lewdly as if there 
was really no reſtraint upon them, taking the liberty 
to defy Heaven, and to indulge their luſts. But 
does it follow, that becauſe a pack of atheiſtical 
wretches are filthy and abominable in their beha- 
viour, that all the reſt of men are as bad as they? 
-they-are called (ver. 4) workers of iniquity, and 
were ready to eat up. God's people, as they eat 
_ bread, and would not call upon God; there was 
therefore a vaſt difference between them, and God's 
people, which acknowledg'd his power, and ob- 
ſerv'd his laws, and did not commit thoſe abomi- 
nations, for which the other are ſtigmatized and 
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If this Pſalm was penn'd upon Aal, s ro- 
bellion, then theſe were his aſſociates in treaſon, 3 
company of rebellious ſpirits, who would be under 
no ſubjection to God or man: if upon the iniults 
of the Philiſtines, or any other heatheniſh people, 
the pfalmiſt thus ſpeaks, we may be ſure they were 
very deſperate in their fins, and abominable. + 

Whether they were profane {/raelites, or fleky 
Philiſtines, thoſe whom they oppos'd were religious, 
and fear d God, were his people, and under his 
Fits and the propoſition is not univerſal, 
but. muſt be reſtrain'd to that vicious company it 
deſeribes, and is 1 rtinently inſiſted on to en- 
courage evil-doers: "IE if a 45 of -Atheiſts will 
defile themſelves with all manner of W does 
not follow that all mankind are as bad as they. We 
daily. obſerve. 2 great difference in men's "morals, 
ſome are wicked in one. degree, ſome in another ; 
and as it would be unreaſonable to count them x1 
alike corrupt, ſo it would be very unjuſt to count 
all the race of . men as bad as the worſt. The ex- 
preſſion then might be true, as it was fitted to a 


* of Atheiſts, 15 were as vicious as they could 


make themſelves; but cannot be apply d to abund- 
21 i good Hebes, who elchewed evi, ant Fear- 
. 

t Pa indeed urges this Text (Ram 3. 10% G ) 
10 prove that Fews and Gentiles are Une fer fin, and 
that the whole world is become gufl re Go 
5 23.) For all haue fanned, and cone ſhort of the. 
„80975 7. 95 God. And tkis may be granted to be vety 
true, without allowing the Fe 5 race of men to be 
equally, bad and guilty ; for we 148 alr Wd, 
11 1 STE, ſome Is; but 41 #0 th fe degte 

ls Hort of the glory of God, a 
1 ks * without Oy to eternal wrath. Me | 
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[ 96 J 
corruption of mankind under the fall, and left to 
itſelf, s great enough to ruin it, it does not hinder, 
but that we may be recover'd by grace,, renew'd by 
the 54 of Jeſus, do good, and communicate, and 
pleaſe God with ſuch ſacrifices as the Goſpel re- 
gas: 
Take the Text Sb as chen ab d in the 
Pſalm, or apply'd by St. Paul, it allows a differ- 
ence betwixt good and bad men, or admits that all 
are not vieious in an equal degree, ſome being more 
immers d in ſin than others: nor can the wicked, 
by the force of it, bring themſelves upon the level 
-with the righteous ; for though the righteous are net 
perfect, and when they have done their beſt, are 
— unprofitable ſervants, yet they are much better 
3 2 the wicked, and are more prepar'd for a better 
tate. 
How ines! it ſeem ak to find not one a- 
„ mong the Fews or Gentiles, that did good, not 
one that entertain'd a ſtranger, that gave bread 
„ to the hungry, that clothed the naked, or de- 
* liver'd the innocent from the oppreſſor, or per- 
* form'd ſome ſuch good action? I cannot think 
e that St. Paul would aſſert ſuch an incredible pro- 
« poſition; but I think he is to be underſtood in 
„ this way, that no man hath done good, that is, 
brought it to an entire conſummate perfection, | 
« N NE P; 1 
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1 | 90 OP) chaj continued line bim, he lift up him ſelt, 
and ſaid unto them, he that is without ſin among 
ou, let bim firſt caſt a ſtone at her, John 8. v. 7. 

UR Saviour's words are in common conver- 
ſation alledged by the vulgar ſort to ſtop the 

| months of thoſe that accuſe or reprove t! them, as if 
cqually 


* 
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equally guilty, and as liable to be reprov'd them- 
ſelves. So when they continued aſking him, he lift up 
himſelf, and ſaid unto them, be that is witheut ſin 
among You, let him firſt caſt a ſtone at ber. 

Our Saviour, who knew what was in man, un- 
ſtood the deſign and practice of theſe, men, who 
brought the adultreſs before him, how they tempted 
him, and ſought for an accuſation againſt him, and 
how corrupt they were under their ſeeming zeal, 
and as liable to be condemn'd as the woman, had 
reaſon to call in queſtion, their iategrity, and to put 
them in mind of their own pollutions ; but t though 
he, who knew the heart, might command ſuch, as 
he knew to be notorious ſinners, and to have at that 
time a deſign upon his life, to caſt the firſt ſtone, it 
does not become us, who know not the hearts of 
other men, to take that liberty, and to accuſe. our 
brethren, as equally guilty with ourſelves. 4 

This ſentence therefore will not ſerve the pur- 
poſe of the wicked, who intend to-paſs on-in their 
ſins under the covert of it without controul; for 
though we have all finned, yet in this degenerate 
ſtate ſome are better than others, and it does not 
become the vile and abominable to upbraid thoſe, 
who are oblig'd in conſcience to reprove them, with 
their own failings ; no ſinner is excuſable, though 
he who rebukes him has his faults; nor is he ever 
the better, when he endeavours to make ancther as 
| bad as himſelf: there may be blame caſt upon him 


that is too buly in ſpying faults in others, when he 1 


himſelf lies as much expos'd to cenſure, and in ſome 
reſpects may be worſe than him that he reproves; 
but as reproofs are a moderate degree of puniſh- 
ment, and have been applied by God and man with 
ſucceſs in reforming men's lives, and as thoſe in 
authority are oblig'd to uſe their diſcretion in re- 
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proving the vicious for their good, it may be 
ol we (though we are all finners) to rebuke a 
d man at a ſeaſonable time, and to bring him 
(if it be poflible) to fhame firſt, and then to refor- 
mation. goth 
It were happy * if ſome of thoſe, whoſe 
duty it is to reprove and correct fin, would look at 
home, and reform themfelves, that their reproofs 
may have the more force, and produce the greater 
effects; but if they will not, but are as obnoxious 
as thoſe they accuſe, their reproofs. may neverthelefs 
be very juſt and feaſonable, and through God's 
grace may do good in ſociety, and keep men in 
tolerable order, though they want that efficacy, 
; wth 2 man fignally virtuous and exemplary would 
give them. 
Be the reprover- good or vicious, thoſe that re- 
turn this fentence upon him can get nothing by it; 
for if he is æ right good man, and had authority to 
be 19 free with offenders, their impudent anſwg 
does not leſſen his 1 integrity, or in the leaſt degra 1 
: Fm; 'or if he is as naught and corrupt. as | they. | 
5 bis faults cannot leſſen their crimes: thong 
His guilt” may weaken his rebukes, f it canhot Exanc * 
them; for they remain as liable to be rebuk d, - "hp 
o 2 2 better man. 1 55 undertaken to n 
"Either thoſe, that haye this 70 To 17 
4 eir "mouths, deſerve, fo be accus'd 4 and. repro! 
"or, not wot ; if they are guilty, "why. do they ate 5 
Y de told of 25 or fall out with hin 1215 18 11 
"bet Ee and Wob reform and ſabe oh White 
th have é time and 1 1 for 185 if 1 are 
775 fl give 4 charit table 0 
09 e LL” a8 hou ght to do En 
if if not guilth in that p Ne 1495 they not 
900 fle cothe?, which i:ſervw'da be eker elta; 
Take 
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Take the reprover or reproved upon any diſad- 
vantage, tis manifeſt, that this ſentence may be 
return d with an ill deſign, and fo directed to cut 
as deep or deeper than the reproof itſelf; but as no 
men can leſſen their crimes by reſenting a reproof, 
none can remove them, but by turning a rebuke 
into amendment, as all honeſt minds wou'd. de, 
who are not worſe than the accuſers of this adul- 
treſs, who, being convinc'd by their own con- 
ſcience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldeſt 
even to the laſt. | 
All the accuſers of the woman taken in a- 
ce dultery haſten away, upon the rebuke of Jeſus ; | 
« for the moſt merciful judge allowed their 
« modeſty that ſpace. of time for withdrawing.” 
Heron, CE ps a en * 
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He that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt ſtill; and be that 
. #s filthy, let him be filthy ftill, Revel. 22. v. 11. 
FT is in vain to ſtrive to reform, as ſome may 
1 plead, becauſe God himſelf has already decreed, 
that he that is unjuſt, is to be unjuſt ſtill, and he 
that is filthy, is to be filthy ſtill. He that is m. 
muſt, let him be unjuſt ſtill ; and he that is filthy, let 
Him be filthy ſtill. 2 7 5 5; 572 4 
Th's cannot be applied to this preſent ſtate, 
this day of grace, which is allow'd to men in 
general under the Goſpel ; for during this ſeaſon 
the unjuſt are exhorted to become juſt, the filthy 
8 upon to purity their hearts and lives, and 
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all the wicked are intreated to amend, which they 
cou'd not do, it God: had already given them up 
as loſt, or had reſolvd that they ſhould not be re- 
cover'd from their ſins; nor can it be though 
that he wou'd employ his fon, his apoſtles, and his 
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| miniſtry; to perſwade men to reform, if it was not 
left in their power, through his aſſiſtance, to do it. 
But if this Text relates to a generation of men, 
who had rejected all the propoſals of grace, and 
hated to be reform'd, who had harden'd: themſelves 
in their wickedneſs, and ſear d up their conſciences ; 
it may be true that God has determin d to let ſuch 
alone in their ſins, and to give them over as loſt in 
their perverſeneſs, or as put, by their own choice, 
beyond all; hopes of recovery; but before it came 
to this, theſe very men might have received benefit 
by che means of grace, and were exhorted, with 
Sthers, to take heed, that they did not harden their 
hearts, or fruſtrate the grace if God, or 8 them- 
| ſelyes 1 into an irrecoverable condition. 
If this be the meaning of the Text, it thou? " 
rather tur. us up to be the more diligent, than 
ſlacken our "ata? pon hog leſt by our own remiſneſs 
or preſumption, we ſhould. put ourſelves under this 
Fentence: of deſertion: whilſt we are under grace, 
.and obedient to our Lord, it cannot include us, or 
in the leaſt affect the condition of our ſouls, till 
we harden ourſelves deſperately, refuſe to reform, 
or reſolve to be wicked ſtill. 
If this ſentence deſcribes. the tate oft ae: e 
a the end of the world, and conſummation of all 
8, when the day of grace is ended, and 
ſhall have, no more opportunities to ; ſave 
themſelves, it then only publiſhes, that every man 
ſhall remain in the ſame condition, in which death 
found him, and cannot be alter'd or changed from 
hat he has made himſelf; the unjuſt is to con- 
z tinue unjuſt, the filthy to remain filthy, the 
-fighteous to be fix d in righteouſneſs, and the holy 
to be eſtabliſh d in holineſs for ever: as our tempers 
. we go out of 4 the world, they ane 
is there 


1 
there is no wiſdom nor contrivance in the grave to 
change, renew, or improve them: the time - of 
pointed for ſuch à reformation is this preſent life, 
now is the accepted time, now is the day of fal. 
vation, and now the wicked may forſake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and the 
worſt may return to duty; he that is unjuſt may 
become juſt, and he that is filthy may become holy, 

and we may all ſerve God acceptably with rever=- 
ence and godly fear; but if we ſlipthis opportunity, 
and die in our fins, he that is unjuſt, ſhall be un- 
juſt ſtill, and he that is filthy, ſhall be filthy 
ſtill, and will never have anether opportunity to 
change his heart, or his lifſfPwme. 
Shou'd this be the meaning of the words, as one 
wou'd think by our Saviour's declaration (v. 12.) 
| Behold TI come quickly, and my reward is with me, to 
give to every man according as his 'work ſpall be; 
bleſſed are they that do his commandments: We ought . 
to ſtir up ourſelves the more yigorouſly,' to fix our 
tempers in ' goodneſs, and to be conſtant in duty, 
that we may be ready for the appearance of the 
judge, and may be confirmed in his favour for eve. 
But if after this we will be ſlothful, negligent arid 
pPreſumptuous, and will not | accept” of mercy, 
whilſt it is gracioufly-offer'd; or prepare diligently 
for it, we may loſe it by the juſt determination of 
God for ever, and may be ſhut up in our vicious 
tempers without any poſſibility of an alteration- 
Take theſe words in any of theſe" ſenſes, they 
can be of no ſervice to the wicked, either to en- 
courage, or to excuſe their wickedneſs; for God does 
not condemn any, till they have reſiſted his grace, or 
harden'd themſelves: he ſays of none, let them be 
unjuſt or filthy ſtill, till they have accuſtom'd 
themſelves to vice, and hated” to: be 
719110 | | O | 18 
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e therefore ſhouꝭd quicken us in our 
endeavours after-rightcouſneſs, and prevail with us 
to preſevere in well doing; for as it is à terrour to 
the wicked, and may frighten them from ſin, it is 
2 conſolation to the righteous under all their trials, 
and may ſupport them in their duty; for the time is 
coming, when nothing ſhall | be able to ſeparate 
| them from the love of Cod : For he that ee 
all be holy ſtill. 
1 G ake not theſe As for the ancoutage: 
© ment of. unrighteouſneſs, or filthineſs ; far be 
that from him: but leaving every man entirely to 
“ his own choice, it is as much as if he had ſaid, 
let every man do as he pleaſes, I compel no man 
to duty, but demonſtrate that every one ſhall have 
an end anſwerable to his actions, when I come to 
*#* give every man rordne to the nature of his 
* works.” An. C. 
Te ſee now how theſe Texts may be explain'd, 
and the honour of God and his government ſup- 
ported againſt the calumnies of wicked men; and 
if ye have been of their mind, who have truſted too 
9 to te wrong gloſſes put upon them, and 
have excus'd themſelves by ſuch miſrepreſentations: 
what can ye now plead yn your own behalf, to 
leſſen your guilt, or to clear-yourſelves when judged? 
ye may now be convinc'd, that God is ſincerely 
willing, that ye ſhou'd repent ; ready to aſſiſt you 
in reforming, and oblig'd by promiſe to reward you 
upon your perſeverance ; he is fingerely willing that 
-ye ſnhou'd return and be faved, and has no reſerve 
in himſelf,” or private deſign to ruin you, but un- 
ſeignedly intends to deal with you, as he promiſcs 
or threatens, according as ye determine and behave 
| yourſelves; and were it not for the love ye have 
For fin, and ſtrong inclination to commit it. Ve 1 
| : RECUS 
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needs bluſh at your former miſtakes, in 9 that 
to his charge, which is ſo contrary to his naturt 
and truth, or in entertaining any thought Ade any 
diſguiſe, than he can at any time behold'' your 
iniquity, and under any comment approve” it. As 
ye may now ſee into your former groſs miſtakes, let 
me prevail with you to reform with all ſpeed, and 
to be reconciled to him upon his own terms, thai 
he may pardon what i is paſt, and bleſs you in his 
fon Jeſus for tent 10% S507 To DHA 
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